
Bromley Biodiversity Partnership  

Monday 20th Jan 2025, 10am-12 noon 
BEECHE, High Elms  

Chair for this meeting: Richard Barnes 
 

1.  Welcome and introductions  Actions 

 Present: 

Avril Glover (AG) – Holwood Trust 

Ben Jarvis (BJ) – idverde 

Carol Gould (CG) – Species and Habitats Subgroup 

David Braybrook (DB) – LBB, Parks and Open Spaces 

Debra van Jaarsveldt (DvJ) – LBB, Project Manager 

Ellie Denniss (ED) – idverde BEECHE 

John Bruce (JB) – Friends of Jubilee Country Park 

Dr Judy John (JJ) – Species and Habitats Subgroup 

Karin Grey (KG) – LBB Carbon Management 

Larry Herbert (LH) – Bromley Friends Forum / Friends of Keston Common 

Luke Blanchard (LB) – RSPB biodiversity advisor to idverde 

Peter Woodward (PW) – Chislehurst and St Paul’s Cray Commons  

Richard Barnes (RB) – London Wildlife Trust 

Steven Lofting (SL) – Butterfly Conservation 

Sue Holland (SH) – idverde 

 

 

1.1 Apologies: Alison Ruyter, Andy Wilson, Antony O’Rourke, Barry Gutteridge, Brian 

Knights, Bromley Friends of the Earth, Bob Harrop, Brian Knights, Francoise 

Harrop, Grant Hazlehurst, Hugh Chapman, Ishpi Blatchley, Jamie Fletcher, Jason 

Glen, Jeff Royce, Joel Wigfield, Kevin Jennings, Mary Barnard, Matthew Frith, 

Parisa Wright, Paul Glanfield, Paul Mellor, Sarah Laghton. 

 

 

1.2 Introductions. 

 

 

2.  Minutes & Matters Arising from previous meeting (RB, chair) 

 

  

2.1 (RB) Previous minutes accepted.  

2.2 (RB) Previous Actions. LB Action to circulate the previous minutes more promptly 

for this meeting.  

LB: Apologies, they were not as soon as I had originally scheduled: as with last 

time, there were new projects assigned at short notice and so I was instructed to 

defer the days set aside for finalising of the BBP minutes and cancel other 

commitments. 

 

2.3 JJ: CCP (Countryside Consultative Panel) Reiterated no funding for ecologist. 

Requested that some of the new planners employed by LBB should have a 

biodiversity background or at least an interest in biodiversity; Chair of the Panel 

agreed that was reasonable. 

RB: The Leader of the Council was also present and reiterated this. 

 

2.4 RB: Action 3.22 for JR. LB offered to circulate sewage report link instead. Action LB 

2.5 RB: Action to Hugh Chapman. To circulate map of the four arboricultural 

contractor areas and Tree Officer areas. 

Action HC 

2.6 Action 4.4, site responsibilities list for new community managers Nikki Iyayi and 

Winnie Motoko. Done LB with minutes of the previous meeting.  

LB: Nikki Iyayi has left; her sites are covered by Angela Wood currently. 

 

2.7 LB: Regarding action to invite Will Rowlands to BBP. By the time the invites could 

be sent it was Christmas Eve and I decided it was unlikely he would be 

Action LB 



available—better to invite to the next meeting once we have the date. To follow 

up by LB. 

2.8 Peter Woodward emphasised the importance of minutes distributed soon, to be 

prioritised to idverde. No criticism is meant but momentum was lost from the 

later distribution. 

LB: I agree and wish to emphasise this to idverde also as the BBP is important. I 

protested the rescheduling at the time but I was overruled by idverde. LB 

thanked PW for raising this.  

 

3.  London Borough of Bromley Update (DB, DvJ) 

• Parks and Greenspace update 

• Carbon Management Update 

 

3.1.1 DB: Parks and Green Spaces update. 

Support for the Nature Friendly Verges. 80 species to 113; Warren Road and 

Court Road were particularly notable. Will be taking a paper to the committee on 

13th January. Suggestions for additional verges. Due to finish the paper today, to 

be shared with the committee when finalised (Action DB). Ben’s team undertook 

walkover surveys of the verges, next year an earlier timing is expected to produce 

even more positive results.  

Nature Friendly Verges 

The trial has recently concluded and officers have been reviewing the results 

which in summary have shown us that: 

• Generally 68% were supportive when responding to a specific location, 

which increased to 75% when expressing the scheme overall.  

 

• Residents were most supportive of the schemes in Addington Road, 

Beadon Road, Downs Hill/Ravensbourne Avenue, Riverpool Walk and Warren 

Road, but were less supportive on Copers Cope Road and Court Road.  

 

• As I think I previously the walkover surveys also included showed that the 

number of species had increased from 80 to 113 by 2024, with Warren Road and 

Court Road being particularly successful with several keynote species including 

the Pyramidal Orchid, with Warren Road showing the highest concentration of 

some of its keynote species in Kent.  

 

• We reconvened the Member Working group in early January, in order to 

decide on the future of the scheme, and I shall be taking a paper to the committee 

on the 30th January on the future of the scheme which will include: 

 

- Which verges we convert on a permanent basis.  

- Which revert to the traditional management regime.  

- Some suggestions for additional verges on a further trial basis.  

 

• This paper is due to be completed imminently and when published I am 

happy to share with the group. 

Action DB 

3.1.2 (DB) Sustainable Planting  

Although the pilot of this will be running for 3 years, officers have been reviewing 

feedback on the first year of the trial which has shown that: 

• 89% of respondents were supportive when responding as to how they 

felt about a specific location, which increased to 93% overall.  

 

• The biodiversity walkover surveys showed 48 invertebrate species 

recorded late in September of last year, and it is felt that if they had been 

undertaken earlier in the year they would have been further impressive results. 

 



In particular the beds at Elmers End were impressive, but so were the others in 

Croydon Road and Chislehurst High Street. 

 

• A briefing note has been passed to the Portfolio Holder displaying these 

results and also some recommendations for its extension into new beds. 

 

• Further updates will be forthcoming once we have briefed the Portfolio 

Holder and understand the direction of travel 

3.1.3 (DB) Woodland Consultation  
 
Following our submission to the Woodland Creation Planning Grant 
on the 2nd July, we unfortunately still have not had a decision from 
them. However my colleague Jane Askew had a very positive 
conversation with the Forestry Commission last week and they 
intimated that there is just one more thing that they wish to check 
before a decision is made, for which we keep our fingers crossed 
for a positive decision.  

 

 

3.1.4 (DB) Treescape funds: success of the Cator Park Miawaki forest. Successful in 

uptaking that funding. 5 miawaki forests to be planted in the Borough. 31st 

December.  

• Treescape Funds 

 

I updated last time that following the success of the Cator Park Tiny Forest, 

officers also applied for funding from the Nature for Climate Fund’s Local Authority 

Treescapes Fund (LATF). We were successful in obtaining the funding and will be 

looking to create micro-forest at five sites in the borough, before the end of the 

planting season for which a contractor has been appointed. Soil surveys will be 

conducted shortly and we will be looking to hold planting days towards the end of 

February with the local communities. My colleague Hugh may have some more 

information from his side.   

 

3.1.5 (DB) Jubilee Parks Fund Projects 

• The latest round of the Jubilee Parks Fund for those wards that still had 

funding remaining concluded on 31st December 2024 which includes Beckenham 

Town & Copers Cope, Bickley, Biggin Hill and Chelsfield. We had a further 3 

applications from this.  

• The Fund has now reopened on the 13th January for a final round and 

applications are now being invited from all wards, including those applicants that 

have previously received grant, with a limit once again of £20k per application per 

site. The deadline for applications for this final round is 10th March 2025.  

With regards to specific projects:   

• I updated last time that the Friends of Bromley Town Parks and Gardens 

are going for a biodiversity grant from Veolia, however were fortunately able to 

achieve their planting within their Jubilee budget. These were delivered to High 

Elms last week and will be delivered to the Friends to plant shortly.  

• I updated last time that the Farnborough Village Society are completing 

the biodiversity section of their playground project at Farnborough new inn with 

with some bird, bat and bug boxes on the wider site as well as planting some 

honeysuckle at the base of some of the trees to attract the White Admiral 

Butterfly. They are due to pick up the honeysuckle plant imminently if they haven’t 

already, and the bug and bat boxes will be installed under supervision from Sue’s 

team.  

 

• I am happy to update that following the receipt of planning permission on 

the 11th July 2024, the wetland restoration works at Riverside Gardens 

commenced last week and is estimated to complete in mid/late February. Just to 

Action DB 



say thank you once again to the group for your comments on the planning 

application and for giving it your support.   

 

LH: request to advertise for the 10th March. Not seen advertisement for this. 

DB: I don’t have the full total, but 50-60 thousand or so is available. 

DB to ask about distribution. (action) 

Biodiversity section of their project; planting of bird, bat boxes, honeysuckle 

planting. Riverside Gardens project due to be completed mid to late February. 30th 

January committee. 

SL: do you have locations of the 5 miawaki forests? 

DB and DvJ: to be discussed and announced. 

SL: emphasises that there shouldn’t be a negative impact on competing ecological 

interests. 

3.1.6 (DB) Scadbury Park  

• We are still working towards the submission to the NHLF for a plan for 

Scadbury, with a brief due to be sent to us from Historic England shortly. We will 

as part of the works and the brief contained within the Open Space Strategy 

continue to look at ways that the park can be improved for Biodiversity. 

 

3.2 (DB on behalf of KG) Carbon Management  

The graduate intern in Carbon management is now in post has started the 

process of developing an adaptation plan in general which will be for 

members/committee decision.   

We have also started the process of improving and updating the biodiversity 

pages and working with David to ensure content fully reflects the work being 

carried out.  Likewise, it would also be useful to have a page setting out the 

success and actions achieved in terms of biodiversity, so members of the public 

note the progress, but it will also give an insight as to why.  For example, on 

nature friendly verges – ‘ The verges have had a great year, benefiting from the 

regular rainfall this summer. In total 113 different flora species recorded showing 

a marked increase on 2023 where 80 different flora species were recorded.’ 

The carbon project officer is working with parks and green spaces on the 

Treescapes fund and will continue to provide support to this project. 

In November we reported our own organisational carbon emissions for scope 1 

and GHG emissions.  Overall, we are reducing emissions gradually, we have had a 

slight blip and a slight increase which is due to having the run two civic centres 

during the transition phase.  The new civic in overall has a lower carbon footprint 

and works to improve the site continues.  Anybody interested in looking at our 

emissions can find the report on our website.   

Following on from an internal climate conference for all staff back in the summer 

our first inhouse developed carbon awareness training session for staff takes 

place on the 29th January.  It is a two-hour course reviewing impacts of climate 

change and possible actions both as an organisation, wider and individual. 

We are working with the GLA on a Local Nature Recovery Strategy and ensuring 

we implement the biodiversity requirements as set out in the Environment Act 

2021. 

 

3.3.1 (DvJ) Kelsey Lakes Project update 

 

DvJ: Silt trap desilting is complete. Works to desilt the lakes are 50% complete. All 

site works to be completed by June this year. 

Changed the works programme. To retain the silt onsite. Working closely with 

Thames21 and EA to agree the design scope moving forward. Last year we had 

two fish surveys; second survey found top-mouthed gudgeon in the lakes, which is 

 



an INNS. Working closely with the fisheries team. Submitted the plan to Natural 

England which was approved.  

eDNA surveys up and down-stream. 

 

Kelsey Lakes Desilting. 

- Land and Water are proceeding with works on site.  

- Works to desilt the Upper Lake are 50% complete. This phase of the 

desilting works will complete in mid-February. Works will then start on the Lower 

Lake. The anticipated project completion date is still June 2025.  

- Exclusion zones remain at the civil structures, banks and islands.  

- Change to planned Lower Lake desilting works: 

o For the Lower Lake (Phase 3), we have adjusted the scope of works to 

retain some of the silt on-site by incorporating it into the lake’s bank, which is a 

small change from the original proposal to remove all silt from site. This change 

will slightly narrow the lake’s width but will enhance sustainability and benefit local 

wildlife by improving their habitat and will ensure that the project is delivered 

within the agreed budget envelope. The project completion date will remain as per 

the original programme.  

o Working closely with the EA (Environment Agency) and T21 (Thames21) 

on the development. 

- Biosecurity plan in place with Natural England due to finding top mouth 

gudgeon in the lakes. Small fish, size of index finger. According to Canal river 

trust, they are one of the most invasive and potentially damaging fish species to 

invade Western Europe and have already established in a number of our waters. 

- The EA fisheries teams will be performing eDNA tests up and 

downstream of the lakes , in the Beck. 

3.3.2 (DvJ) Beck Restoration 

Working closely with Thames21 on the River Restoration project at High Broom, 

Langley Waterside NR, and Harvington Wood. Focused on dead-hedging to limit 

sedimentation of the river. WEIF (Water Environment Improvement Fund). 

Collaborating on Cator Park and Queensmead. Feedback on the options for 

potential river restoration. Event on 23rd Jan this week at Queensmead; a gazebo 

on site to consult. 

Kelsey Lakes Upstream funding (The Beck Restoration Project). 

- Site visits and meetings ongoing with the EA and T21 to finalise the works 

planned for river restoration work in High Broom and Harvington Wood, and 

Langley Waterside Nature Reserve.  

- Works planned to start this month, with the first phase ending before April 

this year. 2-year programme. 

 

 

3.3.3 (DvJ) WEIF tree planting project. Working with Ben, Luke and other site 

managers. High Broom Wood and Harvington Wood. Planting scheduled for the 

first two weeks of February. We plan to plant 1150 whips and 60 feathered trees. 

BNG assessment at Harvington as part of the funding, working with Gavia 

Environmental. BNG pre-assessment has been done; the post-assessment will be 

after the tree planting, and we are going to be working with them to sell the BNG 

credits. 

Ravensbourne Catchment Integrated Flood Modelling project. Received £110,000 

from Thames RFCC (Thames Regional Flood and Coastal Committee). A number 

of business cases to help with natural flood mitigation. 

Bromley (The Beck) Tree planting project. 

- The EA have awarded LBB £45,000.00 for tree planting in Harvington and 

High Broom Woods. This is from the Water Environment Improvement Fund. 

- Sites have been identified and preparatory works are complete. 

- Volunteer planting events planned for early February. Involving scouts 

and Friends Of groups. 

- Focussing on wet areas, cherry laurel/snowberry/holly locations. 

 



- We have included a BNG assessment for the scheme as a trial for the 

Council. We hope to sell the credits and reinvest in a restoration scheme. 

3.3.4 (DvJ) Ravensbourne Catchment Integrated Flood Modelling Project. 

- Funding received from Thames RFCC. £120K for the Ravensbourne 

Catchment Area. 

- Contract has been awarded to Chris Whitlow and associates.  

- The project kicked off in November 24. 

- Outline and detail business cases will be the output of the project and 

form the basis for future funding applications. 

- LBB list of sites for Natural Flood Management and SUDS has been 

issued. 

 

3.3.5 (DvJ)  

Water Restoration Fund. 

- Application submitted. Rural payments are delayed in processing the 

applications. Expecting to hear this month. 

 

3.3.6 (DvJ) Nature Towns and Cities Fund – National Lottery Heritage Fund. 
- Application submitted for round 1. Funding for producing a new strategy 

on the future sustainability model of the maintenance and restoration of 
LBB owned sites.  

- Includes in house training and staff costs.  
- Expected to hear this month. 

 

 

3.3.7 RB: any questions? 

PW: Who’s doing the fundraising? I had thought it was idverde who were the 

fundraisers—has this changed? 

DvJ: there is an incentive for me to apply for fundraising to complete projects and 

renew my contract. 

SH: There has been more assistance from LBB with Debra and Jane Askew. We 

didn’t have LBB fundraising expertise before this. 

Idverde have been continuing to assist with these fundraising efforts through 

Angela Wood (community fundraising manager) and myself. 

PW: In the early days, the Friends groups were very important in this as the 

Council couldn’t apply for funding themselves, so the Friends were needed to 

activate these funds. You sound successful and I hope this continues. I am 

interested in the fundraising aspect and how the Friends work in this. 

DvJ: Some funds are needed to be supported by a community group such as the 

Friends. 

JJ: wanted to know more about the annual update on the open space project. 

When were the ecological surveys for the mini forests done? 

DB: Open space strategy annual update covers this in January, some are for 
specific sites and others are wider. 

 

3.3.8 RB: Where in High Broom would you be putting trees? It is my understanding that 

High Broom is a dense closed canopy ancient woodland.  

DvJ: Complimentary to the WEIF (Water Environment Improvement Fund). Not 

many going in High Broom, all whips, focused along the fenceline and holly 

removal. Majority of the plants are going in Harvington. Large site cleared of grass 

turf and snowberry, 650 trees going in. 

RB: are they UK sourced and grown? 

DvJ: purchased from Hillier, waiting on Hugh Chapman to provide more detail on 

the spec. Whips and feathered. 

PW: Hugh mentioned at the last meeting that Hillier’s quarantine their trees after 

importing from abroad. 

JJ: I have contacted Hugh on numerous occasions to suggest that you can find 

locally grown, locally sourced whips, I have mentioned this before and would 

welcome back up. 

 



RB: Every year the Woodland Trust are offering free tree packs, hundreds of 

thousands of whips. Hedgerow packs, etc. Woodland Trust are UK sourced and 

grown. 

3.3.9 RB: Final question on vegetation at Kelsey Park; will it be fenced on both sides or 

else it will be grazed off before it can recover.  

BJ: This was discussed in the planning process. 

CG: BNG requires a biodiversity uplift, not just to manage biodiversity. If you begin 

the work then you may miss potential uplift. How is that going to work? 

DvJ: The sites selected for WEIF tree planting are at Harvington, Luke and I met 

with Jasmine from Gavia Environmental to do the pre-assessment. Laurel has 

been cut down—still to treat? 

LB: confirms still to treat, I dug out as much as I could with the Bromley 

Countryside Volunteers, but there are larger stumps which we cannot remove 

manually and that we will need to treat. We removed lots of snowberry also which 

will provide the opportunity for native shrub species to suppress the invasives and 

help with natural regen—scrubland creation. 

RB: 30 year conservation covenant and proven uplift would be needed for BNG. 

DvJ: working with Gavia to assess what the uplift would be as part of the pre-

assessment. The post-assessment would come after. Karin Grey is preparing an 

internal report on this on how to proceed with the 30 year covenant. 

RB: request for a follow up on the BNG 30 year covenant at Harvington. (Action 

DvJ/KG). 

DvJ: I will let Ben Johnson know. 

Action 

DvJ/KG 

3.3.10 RB: request in the future to have one of the planning team here (Action DB). 

SL: There are BNG projects being developed but also other funding available. 

Thames21 have multiple streams open; one is a BNG only stream, worth chatting 

with them. 

DvJ: we had a number of meetings with them about the London Riverbank 

Project. Hoping to hear back from them in September regarding BNG river 

restoration projects. 

RB: For a planner to come to these meetings would help. 

Action DB 

3.4.1 (KG) Karin Grey, introducing. Carbon Programme Manager. Main focus is carbon 

reduction in the journey towards net zero. LNRS is being developed by the GLA, 

should be published this year. Carbon management reductions are progressing. 

Yearly impact report. Working to improve the biodiversity pages. Bromley BAP 5 

Year Plan. Seeking to put in success stories we’ve already had. Climate 

conference for our staff and carbon awareness training on general training, with 

some on biodiversity. Green champions scheme to give these issues a higher 

profile. Greener Futures scheme also, which will assist with this and the creation 

of green jobs. Accessible on the Council website; greenhouse gas reports 

included.  

 

3.4.2 JJ: Brilliant that someone is looking at this. 

People want to plant trees to reduce carbon but they forget the importance of 

meadows and soil carbon. 

KG: Concurs that grasslands are very important. The right project for the right 

space is important. We don’t want monoculture and we don’t just want trees 

anywhere. You have to think it through. I’m not a specialist in ecology 

biodiversity—any work we would do would require ecologists.  

Grant applications are critical to us; there is a finite resource available, also 

important to consider. 

SL: There can be a negative biodiversity impact from initiatives that sequester 

carbon—to be aware. 

KG: Concurs. A new duty requires us to both conserve and enhance the 

biodiversity of green spaces.* 

 

 



*LB note: this is the Environment Act 2021, in force since 2023, superseding this 

part of the NERC Act 2006 which only required public authorities to conserve 

biodiversity. 

3.4.3 JJ: regarding carbon, do you cost out the surveys? We have long been told that 

the Borough has no money for an ecologist, but the cost of outsourcing these 

surveys to ecologists that don’t know the area well may be considerable. Is it 

worth considering employing an ecologist and saving money on this front? 

KG: It has been raised and I will raise it again. (Action KG) 

 

Action KG 

3.4.4 PW to KG: excited that you are opening this up to the Council. Have you had 

much response from the planning department in this training? 

KG: I will have to see the feedback. 

Action KG 

3.4.5 KG: Under the biodiversity units we can cost improvements. Per unit price costs is 

not known yet. 

RB: Defra do give money purely for BNG assessment. Up to April 2024 last year, 

but Bromley didn’t apply. Missed out on Defra funding. Nothing heard yet for this 

year but LBB should keep an eye out in case it is announced again. 

KG: can you send me the link please so it isn’t missed. (RB to action). 

 

Action RB 

4.  idverde update   

4.1 idverde update (Ben Jarvis): 

Nikki Iyayi, community manager, has recently left. 

 

Countryside Stewardship woodland works through November and December: 

Thinning, glade creation, coppicing across the Borough. 

 

Heathland restoration in Keston and Hayes Common. Reducing gorse. 1 ha of 

holly removed keston and burnt. 

Works in Keston mire, thinning. Bat glade, 10 new bat boxes, 5 of which are up. 

 

Great strides in holly management on Hayes Common, cutting down not grubbing 

out in adder sensitive areas. Basking areas to reopened before the end of the 

winter. Opening up northern half of Hayes Common to encourage heathland 

restoration in the future. 

 

Jubilee, opening up a glade, brown hairstreak egg count with Bob Harrop, good 

populations. 

 

Bat hibernation surveys last week at Blacklands Wood and the Ice Well (both at 

High Elms) and Charmwood (Pratt's Bottom). In one day across the Borough we 

found 5 Daubentons, 4 Natterers, 3 Brown Long eared, 1 Whiskered/brandts. We 

also found 4 tissue moths at Charmwood. Going back in February to do another 

survey of the three sites. 

 

4.2.1 • RSPB update (LB) 

 

RSPB update (Luke) 
Coppiced 0.9ha in Crofton Woods, including some neglected coppice. One of our 
3 tawny owl boxes has gone up in that area so they can make use of the hunting 
grounds. 
1ha 30pc thin in Roundabout Wood. 
I felled 3 trees in St Thomas Open Space in Crofton Woods for glade creation. 
3 bat boxes in SHW. 

Action LB 



Underground hibernation surveys in the Borough coming up in January and 
February. 
Newt surveys, focusing on GCNs will happen in Scadbury and Jubilee, and then 
also hoping to survey Kingswood Glen, Darrick Wood, and any others we have 
time for. 
 
Thames21 works Harvington: WEIF, planting of 850 whips across 3 areas. These 
are areas of removed invasive species namely snowberry and cherry laurel, with 
a focus on scrubland creation: hawthorn, blackthorn, privet, elder, dogwood, 
hazel, field maple; to create an ecotone between the woodland habitat and the 
lawn areas. We have tawny owls in Harvington so we're hoping they will benefit 
from the hunting grounds for small mammals. Also the route is well used by bats 
who will benefit from the invertebrates. 
 
Community planting event 17th February 10:00-13:00 at Harvington Estate. I will 
distribute the poster (Action LB). 
 
On the river beck restoration project, we are waiting to receive a full proposed 
works outline from Thames21 to consider for approval. 
 
Kyd Brook CSO, largest in south-east London, which in 2023 discharged for 148 
hours. Due to the wet spring and summer in 2024 it’s likely much higher this 
year. I’ve been working with the University of Southampton to study the 
difference in invertebrate biodiversity using the Urban Riverfly methodology but 
we’re unlikely to get the data until June. I’ve been in contact with Laurence 
Bealle-Collins from the Riverfly Partnership to gather more data this spring; and 
for couple years in the past. 
 

4.2.2 RB: what is Langley NR? 

BJ: no public access, in Langley, gated. Along the Beck. 

 

5.  Questions on Partner Reports (reports submitted in advance), or brief updates 

and knowledge sharing from member organisations: including habitats and 

species sub group.  

 

 

5.1 PW: Introducing Chislehurst and St Pauls Cray Commons for new members 

present at the meeting.  The Commons was set up in 1888 by an Act of 

Parliament. Up until 2000 it was paid through local parishes, district councils and, 

more recently, LBB. Up to 16 people are nominated and signed off by the Council 

as Conservators. When the Commons became a charity in 1993, the 

Conservators became known as Trustees. PW is no longer a Trustee, but 

represents them at these meetings. Original purpose in 1888 was to prevent the 

lord of the manor (freeholder) from enclosing and defacing the commons. The 

Commons is crossed by major roads and the Conservators/Trustees manage 

negotiations regarding changes with the Council in accordance with the Act of 

Parliament. There is an NEC committee established to manage the habitats on 

the Commons. PW confirmed the Commons was one of the founding members of 

the Friends Forum in 2005.  The Commons have lots of responsibilities including 

aspects of biodiversity. Ensuring succession is crucial to everything the 

Conservators/trustees do.  

PW confirmed Commons are writing a new 10 year plan, having regard to the 

Bromley BAP (Biodiversity 5 year Action Plan), which it contributed to. 

RB: thanked PW, emphasised it is important to have partner updates from 

Chislehurst Commons.  

 



5.2 AG: Holwood Estate. Two plans submitted to the Forestry Commission, paid for 

by the grant, a large site with a small number of people using it. We are told that 

there are generous grants for looking after veteran oaks, up to £400 per oak. 75 

veterans in Little Scotland. A large owl, apparently enormous, has been seen on 

the Estate. RSPB haven’t spotted it yet. 

ED: if it’s an escapee there is an independent bird register. Every captive bird of 

prey has a ring. Eurasian eagle-owl possibly: recommends contact them to 

investigate. 

LH: Pleased to report that the Council website.  

 

 

5.3 LH: Many Friends groups have had their playgrounds upgraded. Arranged to have 

bimonthly meetings starting in March; AGM in November. Speaking to the Council 

about booking rooms in the new Civic Centre. The rooms there are geared up with 

Microsoft Teams to enable a hybrid meeting. 

DB described help on hybrid meeting setup. One person who can access the 

room’s systems must bring a laptop so it can be projected. 

LH: Friends Forum receives an annual grant from LBB. Wishes the Friends 

Groups to ask for this funding to be sent out more as it is available to them from 

the Friends Forum. 

LB: I have been encouraging the Friends of Harvington (recently reestablished) to 

seek funding for tools for work parties in the spring and other events. 

 

5.4 ED: introducing the role of the BEECHE centre (Bromley Environmental Education 

Centre High Elms) briefly. 

PW: We ran three mornings of activities based on advice from ED and BEECHE 

as well as other sources. Session in October, good turnout.  

LB concurs with PW that the Bromley Biodiversity Partnership is valuable and 

informs the work done going forward. 

 

 

5.5 JJ: (Habitats and Species Sub-group) 53 records of hedgehogs in 2024 from 19 

different areas, thanks to Jane Andrews and the residents of Crofton. Some are 

likely to be the same hedgehog. One hedgehog injured and being looked after at a 

rescue centre.  

Toad records, in 2024 only from 17 locations and 4 submissions from the public. 

The rest are from idverde for 2024. 

To send the Toad and Hedgehog report to LH/Friends Forum (Action JJ). 

Is anybody skilled in ArcGIS who is able to map these results? 

SL: I can do it out of hours and produce a map of pins. 

ED: The toad surveys were late this year, from February. We had 300 toads found 

in the morning recently; likely that last years survey were late. 

JJ: the breeding pond status is also important; whether they are still being used. 

All our records go to GiGL. Please carry on sending them. Reports on the Bromley 

Friends Forum website. Encourage people you know to send records if they 

encounter them. 

Recommend checking sites now for large honeysuckles. 

Action JJ 

5.6 CG: (Habitats and Species Sub-group) 50 dormouse boxes at Cuckoo Wood 

checked, 4 had dormice. 1 found at Blacklands Wood, up from previous years. St 

Pauls Cray Common: 104 slow worms, up from previous years also. Small 

improvement on common lizard. 150 individual adders identified on Hayes 

Common, Feb to October. No grass snakes there but one on Keston Common. 

Work from the Friends has been helpful. Will circulate those reports to LB. (Action 

CG.) 

Action CG 

5.7 RB: (London Wildlife Trust) Would like to thank West Kent Golf Course who are to 

allow sheep grazing on site. Saltbox Hill, to meet the Rights of Way officer about 

concerns next door. 

DB: Paddy Collier is the officer for this. 

RB: Involved with London-wide surveys, kestrel, owl etc.  

 



6.  AOB  

6.1 LH: what does the group think of the new plans for development, now 3000 

homes per year? 

RB: this is a provisional target, not enshrined in the local plan. Not a target as yet; 

this is the message I got from Saturday. Previous target was 700. 

Changes to the rules, as some planning permissions have been granted and then 

not used: use it or lose it. Not to sit on permission in the hopes of changing it later. 

Hierarchy: brownfield then “grey belt”. High rise to be starter homes near transport 

hubs. Peregrines in Croydon. 

SL: 5 pairs of peregrines in Bromley Town Centre and Orpington College. 

JJ: does this mean buildings for sport could be put on green belt? 

RB: buildings ancillary to recreation can be put on green belt as per new rules. 

Café, toilets etc, to be noted. 

When the Local Plan comes out, the Friends Forum and Friends groups should go 

through it thoroughly and make comments.  

 

6.2 LH: request a full list of site contacts for all sites, countryside and urban. Include 

cover for Nikki who has left. 

(Action LB to produce). 

 

Action LB 

6.3 LH: 420 cell grown plugs expected in March. 

PW: we ordered 50. 

BJ: Woodland Trust are good resource, I have planted thousands from them. 

 

6.4 AG: Petts Wood National Trust now have cattle and sheep on their land. Dogs are 

an issue so the fencing is important to maintain. 

PW: I heard the National Trust had an issue from dogs. 

AG: Fires also. 

 

6.5 CG: We don’t yet know when the public consultation is for the LNRS.  

6.6 RB: discussion of alternating location of BBP with new Civic Centre. 

BJ: recommend wait while they are sorting it. 

 

6.7 ED: three successful nests of blue tits. I do a nest recording course here. Worth 

advertising to the public. Teaching how to send that data to the right people too. 

ED to send a poster to Friends Forum (Action ED). 

Action ED 

6.8 LH: Ladder training offered to the Friends by idverde which will help with nest box 

installation. 

 

7.  • Date of next Meeting: 19th May 2025 at BEECHE 

• Chair for next meeting: Larry Herbert 

Chair  

8.  Close of meeting – Hard Stop at 12pm   

 


