
Bromley Biodiversity Partnership  

Monday 19th January 2026, 10am-12 noon 
BEECHE, High Elms  

Chair for this meeting: Peter Woodward 
 

1.  Welcome and introductions  Actions 

1.1 Present: Ben Jarvis (BJ), Bob Harrop (BH), Carol Gould (CG), David Braybrook 

(DB), Debra van Jaarsveldt (DvJ), Francoise Harrop (FH), Hugh Chapman (HC), 

Isaac Finn (IF), Ian Micklewright (IM), Ishpi Blatchley (IB), Jeff Royce (JR), John 

Bruce (JB), Larry Herbert (LH), Luke Blanchard (LB), Peter Woodward (PW), Richard 

Barnes (RB), Sue Holland (SH), Tamasin Rhymes (TR). 

 

 

1.2 Apologies: Brian Knights  

1.3 Welcome and introductions.  

2.  Minutes & Matters Arising from previous meeting  

2.1 Chair: No comments on minutes.  

2.2 On 2.3 speaking to planning team. DB has actioned.  

2.3 TR action completed.  

2.4 4.1 Bat survey at Betts Park this year is planned by SH.  

2.5 BBP original document circulated and Crystal Palace Park trust have been invited 

but not yet responded. 

 

3.  London Borough of Bromley Update  

• Parks and Greenspace update 

• Arboriculture Update 

• Carbon Management Update 

 

3.1 DB: Introducing Isaac Finn (Carbon Management team). 

 

PARKS  

Biodiversity Trials  

• Nature Friendly Verges – As I noted that there have been 8 locations that 

were made permanent, and 4 new areas have been added to the trial (with 2 newer 

ones removed due to local opposition). As we move into the new year, I also wanted 

to note that the educational team reached out to schools to offer talks on the 

ecological benefits of the scheme, and took some of their live specimens alongside 

larger educational examples. 4 schools took part and we aim to repeat this outreach 

in 2026 with some Ward Councillors also requesting that additional schools are 

included in the scheme.   

• Sustainable Planting – As I mentioned last time, the surveys and resident 

feedback seemed to produce clear evidence that the regime was popular and having 

a positive impact on local wildlife. As we head into the 3rd year, officers will be 

thinking about its future and it is expected that we will take a paper about the future 

of the trial to the June committee.  

 

Jubilee Parks Fund 

From the remaining Jubilee Parks Fund applications that have yet to complete:   

• Well Wood – The Friends have started to make purchases, including the 

lectern and board frames which will be dug in next month alongside the installation of 

the bird boxes. The Friends planted their new hedgerow at a workday on the 17th 

Jan.  

• Priory Gardens – We are still awaiting an update for the sensory garden 

planting to start.   

 

Scadbury Park Moated Manor 

 



• A strategy has been proposed for the drainage works which if approved by 

Natural England, will commence in July this year following conclusion of the Great 

Crested Newt Breeding Season. This will allow accurate condition surveys of the 

walls to be undertaken to inform the future conservation works. 

• Officers are working with the project team to undertake a soft market testing 

exercise to inform the drainage works tender. This is expected to commence in the 

coming weeks. 

•  We are also in the process of establishing the necessary ecological 

mitigations for the newts when the works start on site. A population survey will be 

undertaken in April once the breeding season begins. 

•  Subject to Natural England agreeing the current proposal, it is anticipated 

that the drainage works will conclude in October. Following this, the tender will be 

published for the conservation works at the end of the year, with the bids received 

used to inform the HE1 Grant funding application (Countryside Stewardship) which 

will be applied for in Feb 2027. 

•  Subject to funding being secured, anticipated that repair works will take 

place in Summer 2027. 

• This all links into works that officers have been undertaking to further 

improve the park for wildlife.  

 

Green Flag 

Work is underway to undertake the Green Flag applications for this year. We 

obviously hope to repeat our success from last year, and to also see if: 

• We can this time try to secure a Green Flag for Scadbury Park 

• We can add Jubilee Country Park and Coney Hall Recreation Ground to our 

list of Green Flag sites.  

 

Idverde Committee Report  

Link to report: See attached update for link. 

The Idverde Contract Report will be heading to committee on Tuesday 27th January 

and covers the 2024/2025 contract year. The report generally shows that 

performance monitoring data for the contract continues to provide greater assurance 

that the services are meeting the Council’s standards. Positively performance is up 

across all grounds maintenance areas.  

The report also notes the results from the Park User Satisfaction Survey which 

stated that 64% of respondents were satisfied with the quality of our Open Spaces, 

which is an increase of 5% from 2024, with satisfaction generally up across all 

features and high for biodiversity.   

The paper also notes the achievements of the contract and to highlight some at this 

committee: 

• We supervised 11,098 volunteer hours that benefitted Bromley Parks and 

Woodlands, which was an increase of 1,664 hours from the previous year. This 

included 38 workdays with Friends Groups and Bromley Countryside Volunteers.  

• We delivered a total of 449 school and toddler environment education 

sessions (an increase of 46 from 2023/24) to 5,157 children. In addition, 5 

conservation courses were delivered to the Friends Forum.  

• The school outreach programme was extended to include all year-round 

availability which reduces travel costs for schools.  

• The £248k funding for the improvement works to Keston Common and the 

£175k funding for the microforest planting.  

• The success of our two biodiversity trials.  

• The desilting of Kelsey Lakes 

• The completion of works under 6 Countryside Stewardship grants and 15 

High level stewardship. 

 

Nature Friendly Verges, two have unfortunately been removed. 

Sustainable Planting Beds. 

Well Wood hedgerow planting. 



Lecterns to be installed. 

(BJ confirms that the hedgerow has been planted and the new lecterns have arrived 

but not been installed yet.)  

Great Crested Newt surveys will be completed October this year. 

Green Flag: Scadbury Park has now gained its first Green Flag Award. An 

application was made last year that was unsuccessful; but comments were taken on 

board and now it has been accepted. 

 

3.2 IF:  

CARBON MANAGEMENT  

Woodland Establishment 

We are hoping to progress the delivery of tree planting and maintaining /enabling 

natural regeneration of the open space at Edgebury by Marjorie McClure School in 

this financial year.  Following public consultation in 2024 the Woodland Trust are 

providing grant funding through their ‘Morewood fund’ for the trees and we have set 

out a proposal that takes into account the feedback received from residents and 

considers the ecology of the site to ensure a suitable planting/deliverable project to 

benefit the regeneration into a woodlands with open spaces and rides and glades.   

However, this grant does not cover the site preparation, maintenance or planting and 

possible new fencing.  Therefore, working with our portfolio holder, local councillors 

and specifically Cllr Stammers, local residents and the community it is hoped this 

project can be progressed with a view to planting in October 2026. As part of this we 

hope to set up a new friends group, raise the funds and get sufficient volunteers for 

funding.   The site is quite large and uneven.  

From January onwards we hope to start engagement with all partners.  

 

Biodiversity Report  

The Council published its advance biodiversity report which is available to view on 

the website Biodiversity in Bromley.  

This report fulfils the Council’s statutory responsibilities under the Environment Act 

2021 to consider what actions it can take to conserve and enhance biodiversity and 

to deliver on its related policies and objectives. The report is an evidence-based 

technical document rather than a policy or decision-making proposal, with the listed 

policies in the document drawn from existing strategies and planned actions.  

The report was intended to inform on what is happening and due to be progressed, 

to support future planning and environmental strategies, with any proposed changes 

would follow the council’s requirements for policy/strategy adoption including 

consultation and member approval.  

 

Other work  

Throughout 2025 the Carbon Management Team have supported the green spaces 

team in the delivery of the Treescapes fund and the planting of five micro forests and 

further whip planting.  

Carbon reduction work continues, and the councils own organisational emissions are 

also being reported to the 27 Jan Environment and Community Policy PDS (Policy 

Development and Scrutiny committee) (see attached.) 

 

 

3.3 LH: Which 2 NFVs have been cancelled? 

DB: Broad Oaks Way and Willow Walk. Residents met the Councillors and 

requested these verges be removed. 

 

3.4 IB: What is IF’s role? 

IF: I work on the CO2 emissions report, website improvements, Scadbury Moated 

Manor, and assistance with various other projects for the Carbon Management team. 

PW: What about the next Bromley Biodiversity Action Plan? (2021-2026). 

SH: This came up in a client meeting on Thursday. Judy John did a huge amount of 

work on the current plan. We were talking with Hannah Jackson on how to proceed, 

as this is principally Bromley-led, and informs the idverde-Bromley BAP (iBBAP). 

 Action DB 



IB: This was purposed to be community led with expert advice, not Council led. 

PW: Judy John was a major force for us and we should never lose sight of that. Paul 

Mellor was also instrumental, and his post has gone out of the planning team, but I 

am assured there will still be input? 

DB: Yes. 

PW: Who will the Council be reporting to externally? 

IF: Defra. 

PW: Is that so for every Council? 

IF: Every local authority in England does, yes. 

RB: Regarding Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG), you said that 17 planning applications 

have been identified, 10 have been refused, which implies that 7 have BNG and 

have been approved? 

IF: the Planning team manage this and wrote this section. 

RB: I wish to reiterate that the Bromley Planning team send a representative to these 

meetings? 

CG: Planning have now informed me that they are intending to employ an Ecologist 

at last, which is very promising news. 

DB: I will ask their attendance again. Action DB 

PW: Let’s write a brief for a specific meeting and the Planning team can feel they are 

able to come prepared. What is the feeling of the room on this? 

(BBP assented.) 

BBP (Bromley Biodiversity Partnership) reiterates that the Planning team would be 

welcome and that their presence would be valuable. Intending to work with and not 

to make things difficult. 

 

 

3.5 DvJ:  

See full notes below. 

(Keston Ponds update) 

High level pollution is entering the Ravensbourne House Pond. 

(Crofton and Sparrow Woods update) 

Will find out in March if the application for 50k was successful. 

(Kelsey Park update) 

(Thames21 Harvington and High Broom update) 

(Continuing to apply to Thames RFCC grants.) 

 

Biodiversity Panel update – 19/01/2026 

Water Environment items- DvJ LBB. 

 

Keston Ponds Project 

- Surveys have continued over the autumn and winter months. Namely, PEA 

(Preliminary Ecological Appraisail), UKHAB, arboriculture, bathymetric surveys, more 

crayfish trapping, wintering birds survey, BNG (Biodiversity Net Gain) assessment. 

- The aquatic survey results have indicated that pollution is entering the river 

and Ravensbourne House pond due to the drastic drop in numbers of aquatic life. 

- 6 Turkish crayfish were trapped in the Main Pond. They have been positively 

identified by the EA fishery team. 

- Utilities and the fish survey will take place over the next 2 months. 

- Meetings will be held in with High Elms and LBB TPO officer. Positive 

feedback and project endorsement.  

- We continue to seek funding for delivery. 

 

Crofton & Sparrow Woods 

- A £50,000 Thames RFCC (Regional Flood and Coastal Committee) Natural 

Flood Management (NFM) bid has been submitted. We continue to seek funding for 

delivery. 

- Topographic, bathymetric surveys and initial rainfall modelling are underway. 

- Site visit with EA technical team in March. 

 



 

Church House Gardens Pond 

- We have submitted an application to the Veolia Habitat and Biodiversity 

Grant to secure funding to support restoration works at the pond, focusing on 

enhancing habitat quality and biodiversity. 

- We have appointed an engineer and hydrologist to perform initial inspections 

and flood modelling. 

 

Kelsey Park. 

- The native marginal planting: Areas planted with native marginal species by 

T21 (Thames21) have been heavily grazed by wildfowl. An initial review of protective 

measures has been undertaken, and we are now seeking quotes to top up planting 

with seed and install protection in early spring. 

- The EA fisheries teams continue to carry out surveys at multiple locations 

across the Ravensbourne catchment to assess the presence and spread of 

topmouth gudgeon (Pseudorasbora parva) within rivers and still waterbodies. 

 

Kelsey Lakes Upstream funding (The Beck Restoration Project). 

- T21 river restoration works will continue over the next 2 years through 

corporate funding. 

- T21 have successfully hosting several volunteer events over the winter at 

Harvington and High Broom Woods.  

 

Ravensbourne Catchment Integrated Flood Modelling Project. 

- Work on Stage 1 continues with sub-catchments now defined and more 

detailed modelling progressing.  

- Sites will be identified with potential interventions for Natural Flood 

Management and SUDS (Sustainable Urban Drainage) in approx. 2 months’ time. 

 

Funding for all waterbodies- 

- We continue to work on our applications towards funding from the Thames 

RFCC, T21 empower rivers, Thames Water AMP8 (Asset Manageement Period 8), 

GLA (Greater London Authority) Green roots, Replenish fund. 

 

 

3.6 JR: Your hydrologist is coming to Churchouse Gardens tomorrow, yes? 

DvJ confirmed. 

 

 

 

3.7 BH: Do you have a rough idea when you will have a final report for Keston Ponds? 

DvJ: we will hold a public engagement event in February (seeking to use the Church 

Hall) and a final report should be completed in March. Happy to share survey data 

directly with the BBP, such as the aquatic survey. 

BH: Why is Ravensbourne House Pond polluted? 

BJ: They’ve had a lot of pollution events from Thames Water outlet, DvJ: We have 

two public surface water outfalls. One neighbouring the Ravensbourne House Pond, 

and another entering the system through the river. 

BJ: At least twice a year we have had sewage outflow into the pond. 

 

 

 

3.8 HC: Elmer’s End Rec suffered the worst from new plantings due to the dry summer. 

We are expecting to get our new whips for the latest plantings soon; see the website 

if you wish to get involved with volunteering. 

We are planting 132 street trees this year, after the success of the Treemendous 

Tree Planting scheme which finished last year; more than halfway through this year’s 

plantings now, and this is expected be completed at the end of the month. 

QR code for public consultation have been attached to street trees. 

 



Options Appraisal, for the practical delivery of tree works. The current contract will 

expire in 2027 unless extended. For the last year or so we have been using multiple 

suppliers. 

Last year was an “event year” for tree-related subsidence. Expecting a deluge of 

complaints over the next month. This is expected to result in many crown reductions, 

and in some cases where this is not sufficient, removal of trees. Keep an eye out for 

the notices on trees on the website. A QR code will be available to take you to the 

public consultation. 

CG: We seem to be seeing the planning team consulting you on TPOs (Tree 

Protection Orders) more. This is good to see.  

HC: I don’t directly manage the TPOs; there is a separate Planning department that 

does this. Communication has improved; historically we wouldn’t find out until 

machines were on site. 

CG: Pollarding of trees while in leaf in June, which is harmful to the invertebrates 

that depending on these trees, especially the moths. This has been discussed in the 

Habitats and Species Subgroup. 

HC: We do target our pruning work in the dormant season, but this doesn’t always 

work, as we have such a large volume of trees. Currently about 9000 trees in our 

insurance claims list. 

You need to remove 75% of the crown during subsidence claims in order to reduce 

the water uptake, which arboriculturally is harsh. 

Welcome to send me an email to request specifics. 

JR: Pleased to hear that there is a tree page. Regarding the replacement of the elm 

tree, Queensmead Rec, is this in process? 

HC: Yes. 

FH: Question on crosses and dots on trees 

HC: Crosses do mean felling, but dots are variable for works. Orange paint is us; 

other colours are not us. 

SH: idverde have switched to yellow paint for our tree works, as we previously used 

orange too, to avoid confusion. 

BH: Lime trees had been box-pruned. Reducing the height of the tree would also 

reduce the water uptake; otherwise it will just encourage more regrowth soon after.  

HC: The need to prune sometimes escalates. Last year was a particularly bad year 

due to the dry weather, impacting subsidence on properties. We knew the impact of 

not doing these works on people’s properties, which is why some trees were pruned 

in June. Event years are not every year. We do all we can to keep the worst of the 

pruning to winter. 

PW: We have many trees in Chislehurst and St Pauls Cray Commons. We have a lot 

of houses that back on to us. Most homeowners expect us to deal with it; we give 

permission (subject to planning permission) for residents to deal with overhanging 

trees from the Commons. In the last two years we have spent 50,000GBP on street 

trees. Once they’ve been identified, that puts a huge statutory responsibility on 

Trustees. We sympathise that this is a tricky job. 

Any more questions to Hugh? 

(None) 

PW: who has any questions on the reports? 

 

4. 4.1 idverde update  

• Biodiversity update 

 

SH: Staffing update. Darren Russell left in October, then a recruitment freeze over 

winter, but now Calum O’Donnell has been recruited to replace this role. He has 

pesticide licence and chainsaw licence. He started last Monday. 

We also have an assistant education instructor being advertised now.  

Alanna Earing (Assistant Conservation Ranger) is soon going to go onto maternity 

leave. 

 



We have Judy John’s memorial on the 30th January; we are waiting on more 

responses. Thanks to the Tree Team for funding the planting of two oak trees. The 

planting ceremony was attended by Judy’s family. 

An update from the BBP on response to this please. 

 

4.2 BJ: Biodiversity Update. 

Since May the idverde team have been busy surveying many species across the 

borough including:  

• Lepidoptera 

• Odonata 

• Orchids 

• Birds 

• Reptiles & amphibs  

• Small mammals  

• Bats  

Some highlights from the survey season- 

- Finding white-letter hairstreak butterflies in High Elms (There numbers have 

been hugely affected by Dutch Elm Disease as their caterpillars rely on mature Elm 

trees) Planting of disease resistant elms in recent years is likely helping the recovery 

of this species.  

- White Admiral butterflies being recorded in Padmall wood for the first time in 

several years.  

- Small blue butterfly recorded on coney hall butterfly bank (part of the brilliant 

butterfly project) as well as on burnt gorse meadow in High Elms. 

- Lizard Orchid numbers soared from 3 to 12 on one of our nature friendly 

verges. 

- 15 different orchid species are being recorded in the borough.  

- Rare migrant Blue underwing moth recorded in High Elms, a species that 

became extinct in the UK in the 1960s.  

- Over 1000 moths have now been caught at High Elms in 12 months, with 

173 individual species. 

- 3 Moth trapping sessions took place on Keston Common, recording 50 

species. 

- 2 Moth trapping session took place on Hayes Common, recording 25 

species.  

- Multiple structured Dormice nest’s have been recorded in High Elms this 

year and 7 pinks (babies) logged alongside two lactating females.  

- 17 Odonata species recorded in and around Keston Ponds during a survey 

this summer including species like the willow emerald and southern hawker.  

- New Urban bat box in Chislehurst rec had bats recorded in them for the first 

time.  

- Crystal place bat box survey produced a Record 19 pips. 

- 6 bat species recorded on a bat walk across Keston common. (Dorbs, 

common pip, sopr pip, BLE, Leisers, Noctule. 

- We have installed Kent style bat boxes in 11 allotment sites this year, off the 

back of providing training to the allotment biodiversity champions group.  

- The team recorded 182 different woodland flora species across 27 woodland 

sites whilst completing our ground flora surveys back in spring.  

- Whilst carrying out surveys on the sustainable bedding trial across the 

borough, we identified 94 different invertebrate species, by comparison we only 

recorded 10 different invertebrate species regularly using the traditional style of 

planting beds. 

- We recorded over 600 different flora species across the 13 Nature friendly 

verge sites this year visiting each site twice, once in May and again in late July to 

catch the early and late flowing species.  

- Grant Hazelhurst, active on Keston Common adding 2 new bee species this 

year taking the total number of bees to an impressive 74 species.  This included the 

nationally notable bee Andrena bucephala.  1 new wasp species was also recorded 

 



taking my total to 49.  This diversity of bees and wasps makes the site one of the 

best sites in London – he has also added 1 new hoverfly species taking this total to 

43. 

- Hangrove Bank – Grant added 2 new bee species taking the total to 59 

species.  Most notably Andrena labiata, which is considered to be nationally scarce, 

although well distributed in Kent.  I added 3 wasp species, taking the total to 16 

species, and 1 hoverfly species taking this total to 38. 

Grant has just taken over as the Kent recorder for bees and wasps (based on the old 

vice-county of Kent which therefore includes Bromley) he has also part retired so 

expects to be able to put more effort into recording sites like these, and will have 

more time to get to grips with High Elms CP. I therefore hope it continues to be okay 

recording on the Bromley owned sites. 

Countryside Stewardship -  

A number of our stewardship agreements are coming to an end with Natural England 

& the Forestry Commission, so we have been working closely with representatives 

from each organisation to put in place the actions needed to re-apply for new 

agreements.  

-The mapping has been completed on all CS sites, and the prescriptions have been 

agreed. These agreements have gone to peer review at NE.  

-We have also nearly finished all of the pre assessment works for the current HLS 

schemes, this includes mapping all of the new meadows like Elmfield, Richmal 

Crompton fields etc, these schemes will be ready to move into CS as soon as Defra 

provide a platform to come out of the current HLS scheme early. 

- New woodland management plans for, high Elms, Scadbury, Crofton, Padmall 

wood, Well Wood & Darrick are being drafted in readiness for WD2 application.  

We are confident that we will have everything in place to renew our agreements over 

the winter period. 

4.3 PW: Any questions for Ben? 

BH: While Bromley are hear, how do people work with TfL on the Four Corners 

(Hayes Common, junction of Baston Road and Croydon Road, a Red Route)? 2-3 

years ago TfL mowed this area extensively, but this is a SSSI. How have TfL been 

allowed to take this initiative without consultation? How do Bromley Council relate to 

TfL on this? Dwarf gorse (Ulex gallii) is present in this area, which is a rather rare 

plant of interest. I wouldn’t want to wake up one morning and discover that TfL have 

mowed an even larger area. 

DB: I was not aware of this before. 

HC: With trees, usually Red Routes is cut with sightlines by TfL, but we are 

responsible for cutting trees on this particular route. 

BJ: Natural England were trying to prosecute TfL for damage to the SSSI, but TfL 

have been avoiding responsibility and claim not to know which team did this yet. 

 

 

4.4 • RSPB update 

 

2 tawny boxes 

9 bat boxes 

Coppicing finishing this month 

5 year CS report fully costed. 

2-3x more inverts in east branch, Uni of Essex study 2025. Uni of Southampton 

Study 2024. 

 

IB: What is being done? 

DvJ: Crofton and Sparrow Woods project this winter, but also I have been contacting 

Thames Water directly without EA support on this. Amanda from Thames Water said 

it is on their schedule to review in 2030. 

 



5.  Questions on Partner Reports (reports submitted in advance), or brief updates 

and knowledge sharing from member organisations: including habitats and species 

sub group.  

 

 

 

 

 

5.1 CG: How do we get the SINCs (Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation) 

updated? Should this be part of the new Bromley Biodiversity Plan? Regarding the 

upgrading or downgrading of site condition. Lots of species on the GiGL website 

haven’t been seen for years. Much data is out of date from a habitats and species 

perspective. 

 

DvJ: I know IF has formed a strong contact with the GLA (Greater London Authority). 

The Planning team have also been discussing with GiGL.  

IF, how can we amend the SINC information on GiGL? 

DB: If we have the contacts to fast-track this before the Bromley Biodiversity Plan 

that would be better. 

RB: Planners SINC review, Bromley to investigate this. (Action DB) 

 

Action DB 

 

5.2 Chislehurst Commons 

PW: We don’t get reports from GiGL as we are a statutory body outside of the 

Council. So we have had little contact. But we have disappeared from the map 

altogether in the most recent. We agreed to put our records to GiGL (Geographic 

Information Greater London) while also continuing to input records for iRecord, which 

we communicated. Nearly all the records input by the Orpington Field Club, KRAG 

(Kent Reptile and Amphibian Group) and others are not found in GiGL’s records. I 

worry that the motive of GiGL is to assist developers. We should make sure that our 

records are being successfully integrated into their database. We should request 

GiGL for what data they are currently holding. 

The Trustees requested this information from GiGL, as a charity, and they provided 

it. We would be happy to share this information. Bromley ought to have access to 

this data. 

DB: DvJ and IF have access to this. 

CG: We have not done a full sweep; the out of date information was just what was 

noticed. 

 

 

5.3 PW: Is this something worth raising at the stakeholders meeting? 

DB: Yes. 

BH: Is there any relation between GiGL and iRecord? 

PW: Yes, there is a formal relationship, that iRecord is passed on to GiGL. The 

commercial nature of GiGL is that they are more protective of their data however. 

BH: So you would say iRecord is more accurate for your area than GiGL? 

PW: Kevin Jennings is the person to speak to but I think he’d say yes. 

 

BJ: All records (iRecord, KRAG, etc) all goes to GiGL as a central database for 

Greater London. 

 

PW: We realise the value of surveying and reporting biodiversity data, which is 

progress from 5 years ago.  

 

JR: 38 species of plant in flower through BSBI (Botanical Society of Britain and 

Ireland) in Churchouse Gardens and Martin’s Hill. Nationally, 663 species have been 

flowering that day. Flowering out of season is an increasing issue.  

 

CG: species reports I will send to LB to be attached to the minutes. (Action CG and 

LB). 

 

Action CG 

and LB. 



John Bruce:  

DvJ: exemption for a FRAP (Flood Risk Activity Permit) on that. Crofton and Sparrow 

Woods. Luke Underwood at Hawkwood Trust has been working on the Kyd Brook 

there, moving ahead fast. We are seeking more information about the funding.  

PW: We have a boundary with Hawkwood Estate there. Ecological but also 

agricultural/commercial reasons, to enable fencing of pastures.  

 

6.  AOB 

• Partnership review of objectives 

 

JB and PW reiterated the need for Planning attendance in this meeting to improve its 

effectiveness. 

 

PW: I would like to ask idverde if this group  

SH: Yes the group is valuable. We should look into some of the invitees on this 

group, who have not been active.  

PW: The issue with little representation from the Council and Planning. 

SH: The Countryside Consultative Panel with Councillors and further stakeholders 

interacts with this group. 

 

IB: Pre-circulation of the reports is better for taking the data in, in years past. At one 

time, also, we had many Friends issues which were better suited for the Friends 

Forum than this one. 

 

BH: The original conception is a group of stakeholder naturalist groups to share 

information, now it feels more like a pressure group. 

 

SH: Originally, updates on surveys and works in the year, including the Council and 

private groups. Friends of the Earth. Many original stakeholders no longer attend; the 

group was likely too large to begin with.  

 

TR: Is this group the best network for reaching out for info on the next Bromley 

Biodiversity Plan 5 year plan? 

 

RB: I feed information back to LWT (London Wildlife Trust) such as hedgehog data 

and brown hairstreak egg counts, for example. I promoted this data through out 

newsletter as a consequence of this group. 

 

Reflection on the next meeting on the Partnership Agreement document. Action LB 

Boroughs Website has grown since 5 years.  

Reviewed and accepted by the group; just need some updating by LH (Action LH). 

Action idverde. 

 

BH: Links for new reports are useful. Up to date contacts for the areas we discuss; 

who is the Planner for particular areas. Request DB for the Planning team structure 

and area coverage with contact details. (Action DB). 

 

JR: KWT (Kent Wildlife Trust) used to attend. 

 

Preference for the next meeting at the Civic Centre. Action LB. 

 

Action LB; 

Action LH, 

idverde, 

Action DB, 

Action LB. 

7.  • Date of next Meeting: Monday 18th May 2026 

• Chair for next meeting: Jeff Royce 

 

8.  Close of meeting – Hard Stop at 12pm   

 


