
Bromley Biodiversity Partnership  

Monday 19th May 2025, 10am-12 noon 
BEECHE, High Elms  

Chair for this meeting: Larry Herbert 
 

1.  Welcome and introductions  Chair 

 Present:  

Annette Rose (Bromley FoE),  

Ben Jarvis (idverde) 

Carol Gould (Habitats and Species Subgroup) 

Daisy Bell (University of Southampton guest speaker) DBe 

David Braybrook (LBB) DB 

Debra van Jaarsveldt (LBB) DvJ 

Jeff Royce (Friends of Bromley Town Parks) 

Kari Silvester (Bromley FofE) 

Karin Grey (LBB Carbon Management) 

Larry Herbert (Bromley Friends Forum) 

Luke Blanchard (RSPB/idverde) 

Luke Underwood (National Trust Hawkwood) 

Peter Woodward (Chislehurst and St Pauls Cray Commons) 

Richard Barnes (London Wildlife Trust) 

Tamasin Rhymes (Greener and Cleaner Bromley) 

 

 Apologies: Alison Ruyter, Andy Wilson, Antony O’Rourke, Avril Glover, 

Barry Gutteridge, Bob Harrop, Judy John, John Bruce, Brian Knights, 

Ian Micklewright, Thomas Oliver, Sue Holland, Ellie Denniss, Cllr Will 

Rowland, Hugh Chapman, Ishpi Blatchley, Paul Mellor, Brian Knights, 

Dr Judy John, Ellie Denniss, Francoise Harrop, Grant Hazlehurst, 

Jamie Fletcher, Jason Glen, Joel Wigfield, Sarah Laghton, Steven 

Lofting, Matthew Frith, Mary Barnard, Paul Glanfield, Paul Mellor, 

Parisa Wright, John Bruce, Kevin Jennings  

 

2.  Minutes & Matters Arising from previous meeting Chair  

2.1 Minutes accepted. 

LB request for volunteer help with minutes in future. 

 

2.2 2.4 Luke offered to circulate sewage CSO points in Borough link, 

done. 

2.5 Hugh Chapman map 

2.6 Will Rowlands not present, Chair emphasised that his 

presence would be very important. 

3.1 NFVs report and Jubilee Parks Fund, double check (Action LB 

for DB)  

3.3.9 30 year covenant on BNG for Harvington WEIF. DvJ: This 

was to talk to the planning team. 

3.3.10 Planning team said no to attendance. 

3.4.3 Borough ecologist still no from LBB. 

3.4.4 Planning department to be engaged in training, carbon 

management open to all staff. Karin Grey: 3 times a year open to 

all staff, for carbon only (not BNG). PW: Hopes the planning 

department will engage with this training. 

Tamasin Rymes asked KG: how many staff have taken up? KG: 

15-20 places available each session, kept small to facilitate 

discussions. 

5.6 Reports from CG sent out with minutes. 

Full list of countryside and community managers. 

6.7 Ellie Denniss to send out posters for events at BEECHE. 

 

Action LB [Done] 



   

3.  London Borough of Bromley Update  

• Parks and Greenspace update 

• Arboriculture Update 

• Carbon Management Update 

David Braybrook, Hugh 

Chapman 

3.1 DvJ waterbodies and rivers focused update. (Insert report here) 

Up to 6 months for the silt to dry, H and S concern. Advice from land 

and water to see what vegetation naturally emerges and then review in 

autumn to inform whether/what plug plants to put in. 

Jeff Royce was at Glassmill, Ben Jarvis was at Keston. No top 

mouthed gudgeon found there. 

30th May event at Harvington Wood with Thames21, riverfly monitoring, 

water quality, guided walks. 

WEIF tree planting completed. 1600 trees total. 1550 whips. Most in 

Harvington and High Broom. Larger trees around Harvington Rec. 

20 oaks in Norman Park, more trees planted in Kelsey Park. 

Talking to NE about the BNG opportunities on sites. 

Finalising the cost for the BNG credits, meetings with the legal team 

about the conservation covenant at Harvington Wood. 

 

Defined subcatchments for the Ravensbourne.  Aiming for 10 business 

cases for natural flood management and SUDS at the end of the year. 

 

Site visit with Natural England on Wednesday. Max hinted at potential 

funding for the Ravensbourne scheme. List of sites for funding through 

the water environment improvement fund. Thames RFCC flood advisor 

meeting this Wednesday also to discuss funding opportunities.  

 

 

3.2 Richard Barnes: are you going to protect the silt regeneration area at 

Kelsey to stop geese grazing?  

DvJ: we’ve fenced off the lower lake but not stopped wildfowl access. 

There was an area where land and water applied koia matting. Two 

geese were stuck in it one weekend: we are monitoring it. The 

ecologist at Land and Water said the vegetation is less likely to be 

grazed on the soft silt. 

Richard Barnes: Do the proposals including the Hawksbrook reach of 

the Beck? Down Hawksbrook Lane and St Dunstans Lane. 

DvJ: We walked this with the EA geomorphologist and mapped out this 

area. Because LBB leases this land, we must go through private owner 

for permissions, and the lawyers fees are several thousand GPB for an 

initial conversation, which has delayed things for Thames21. 

Jeff Royce: Churchouse Gardens Lake is almost dry, any funding for 

works there? 

DvJ: Advice from EA was that it was unlikely for this year but potentially 

for next year. Nothing confirmed. 

Carrie: When they say its not likely until next year, did they give a 

reason? 

DvJ: There is a limited amount of funding. Usually about £30,000, to 

manage expectations. 

CG: Planning sent me a consultation for desilting about Crystal Palace 

Park. This is not my area of expertise, so I requested help from you 

DvJ.  

DvJ: It might have been passed on to the planning team, I can follow 

up (Action DvJ to follow up with planning). 

Action DvJ 



3.3 David Braybrook (insert report here): 

NFVs 

Idverde/RSPB will be monitoring with biodiversity surveys. 

Woodland Creation planning grant. 

Create microforests at 5 sites. Success. 

Jubilee Parks fund. 

Scadbury Master Plan 

Green Flag Judging 

 

3.4 CG: with the NFVs, the residents presumably get a notice. But you 

can’t force them not to mow? 

DB: range of responses. Angst to begin with and then people settled 

down. We do tell residents not to mow these verges, but you’d have to 

catch them doing the mowing. 

PW: How is it decided which stay? 

DB: the PDS committee decide which verges stay, informed by public 

reception and biodiversity survey results. 

PW: When you do the follow up surveys, where do the results go? 

DB and BJ: notable finding go to recorders such as GiGL. 

RB: Do you mow around the edges (Picture Framing)? 

DB: Yes. 

LH: Any update from Hugh Chapman? 

DB: Unfortunately his absence was late notice so we do not have an 

update yet, I can follow up. (Action DB.) 

 

Action DB 

3.5 Karin Grey, carbon: Norman Park microforest, we are watering 

tomorrow morning 8:30am. Struggle to get people involved with 

watering. Anyone have connections to help with support? Dry weather. 

LH: There is a small Friends group there, 2-3 active members. 

BJ: Will there be interpretation panel for it? 

KG: I think they will all have that. 

KG: I am carbon management but the graduate within my team is 

helping with biodiversity. Our Borough CO2 emissions report is being 

released. Our own CO2 emissions for LBB Council are published. In 

November 

My graduate has just written a report. We are looking at how we can 

utilise Biodiversity units (BNG), but Debra can attest that this is difficult 

to do. 

Tamasin Rhymes: Biodiversity updates, is there a wider plan to 

promote that work to people? 

KG: Bromley Environment Network, it is sent to them. On our website 

as well. 

CG: Biodiversity Action Plan 2025? 

KG: On the radar to be written as well. Under the new duties of the 

Environment Act 2021, we need a biodiversity report. This one must be 

published by March 2026. For 5 years. 

PW: Is this an updated form of the Bromley Biodiversity Plan currently? 

Previously this was done by the Habitats and Species Subgroup in 

collaboration with Paul Mellor of Planning, but this Planning link has 

been lost. Is the Council taking this on? 

KG: It is likely to be. The Local Authority has a duty to publish. But 

there is a section where the local planning authority must publish their 

BNG activity. 

 

 

 



3.6 Richard Barnes: I asked some questions of the planning department. 

[See attached] 

 

RB: My main concern is whether applications have come in and that 

there was a need for a BNG assessment. How have they done that 

assessment?  

CG: We must have had 30-40 where BNG applied. They haven’t all be 

declined. I haven’t seen any BNG plans—it might be that these are 

happening weekly and we just don’t know, but I have not had any from 

Planning yet. I have been pointing out issues for them to investigate 

further and I now know they have not investigated a single one of them. 

CG: The quality of the information is very variable. Sometimes they 

exclude pre existing trees and habitats from the preassessment and 

then include them in the post assessment to demonstrate a 200% gain. 

KG: The new biodiversity report will require the Planning authority will 

need to publish the BNG results. Compulsory reporting. 

CG: I have no idea whether Planning have agreed a single BNG plan 

so far, these are supposed to go to the Land Registry. 

KG: It isn’t compulsory for developers to buy these credits. Developers 

might choose to buy cheaper credits from further afield. It is not clear 

how the priority for local gain will be enforced. The price of a BNG unit 

is not yet known to me. 

JR: Legislation says there should be presumption that it should be local 

gain where possible. 

RB: Yes, it is a presumption not a compulsion. Land prices are so high 

in London that it is not popping up in London so much. 

TR: Presumably there is a lack of guidance for Councils? 

KG: There is a guidance note but not enough for an ongoing project. 

 

 

4.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

4.1 

idverde update  

• Biodiversity update 

 

Ben Jarvis 

 
idverde update 
Bat hibernation roost surveys 
Across four sites and two days in Jan and February, we found: 12 
Daubs, 6 Nat, 2 WAB, 1 BLE. 
Newt and amphibian surveys, including GCNs, toads and frogs. 
GCNs found again in Scadbury and Jubilee. Kingswood Glen was 
surveyed again this year and while we had plenty of smooth and 
palmate, we still had no GCNs. 
180 toads, 38 frogs in Scadbury Park, 185 toads and 156 frogs in 
Jubilee, 53 toads in High Elms (of which 49 were males and 4 were 
females) and 9 frogs. 
 
Hayes Common good year for brimstone, observed laying on 
buckthorn 
Lots of Heather coming up in new places, removal of gorse and Holly 
One area in Hayes where holly was cleared 3 years ago is a sea of cow 
wheat so hoping to have heath fritillary. 
Chelsfield Green adders tongue found there near the bridleway where 
brambles were cleared on the winter. First record. Annual cut there to 
encourage adders tongue. 
 
HE dormouse surveys no dormice 
 

Ben Jarvis 



Keston 18 bat boxes installed.  
I will be installing 4 bat boxes in Harvington Wood in the new 
clearings, kindly fundraised by the new Friends of Harvington.  
 
Rhododendron clearance Keston. 
 
 
Early purple orchid count at Darrick and Newstead woods. One area of 
67 EPOs. Discovered green hairstreak at Newstead meadow, 1st May. 
 
Broadwater meadow in darrick had purple hairstreak eggs on oak in 
Feb 
 
Brown hairstreak egg count Feb Elmfield meadow. 
 
Small woodland ground flora surveys, including an estimated 200+ 
early purple orchids in Bradmanshill Wood. 
 

 

4.2 • RSPB update 

 

Luke Blanchard 

RSPB update 
Harvington Estate WEIF project funded by the EA 
Scrubland creation in three areas: one new woodland glade, one new 
riparian woodland glade along the River Beck, and one woodland 
boundary to create an ecotone. This project was informed by the 
Bromley Biodiversity Plan section on scrub as well as the Natural 
England Scrub Management Handbook and the Kent Wildlife Trust 
guidance note on the value of scrub to wildlife. 
5 planting areas High Broom Wood where holly had been cleared, 280 
whips in. 108m of hedgerow creation. 
Harvington Wood: INNS removal training session in April with the 
Friends of Harvington 
Spring Woodland Walk on 7th May, four bat boxes to go up soon 
Kingswood Glen: abundance of smooth newts, palmate newts and 
great diving beetles, no GCNs. 
Crofton Woods: Throughout February busy with holly and cherry 
laurel removal in ancient woodland area to encourage bluebells. 
Maintaining St Thomas Open Space and the open woodland 
conditions, bramble removal. Two new interpretation boards have 
been installed in Crofton Woods and two London LOOP signposts 
replaced. 
Male nightjar reported at Keston heathland on 5th May. 
 
Kyd Brook: 
Crofton Woods SSSI has two branches of the Kyd Brook passing 
through it. The main branch is subject to the largest Combined Sewer 
Overflow in all of SE London, discharging directly into the SSSI from 
Keston Park. The discharge is managed by ThamesWater from permit 
by the EA. 
In 2023, this sewer storm overflow spilled 45 times for a total of 
148.75 hours, discharging into the Kyd Brook. 
In 2024, this sewer storm overflow spilled 53 times for a total of 
223.75 hours, discharging into the Kyd Brook. 
 

Luke Blanchard 



This is the only discharge point on the Kyd Brook and Quaggy River, 
affecting the whole subcatchment into Lewisham. 
Luke has been working in collaboration with the University of 
Southampton to compare the macroinvertebrate assemblage of the 
polluted and unpolluted branches of the river. The student has 
recently presented her dissertation findings to the Bromley 
Biodiversity Partnership, which revealed that there were up to 10x 
more positive indicator species in the unpolluted branch compared to 
the polluted branch, showing clearly the seismic effect that the 
sewage discharge is having on the SSSI. The study further found that 
the levels of pollution on the main branch of the Kyd Brook were so 
severe that there was no significant difference detected in the main 
branch immediately after a discharge event vs weeks after a discharge 
event, showing the river has reached a constant level of long-term 
pollution. 
Crofton Woods SSSI is designated for the scientific interest of its 
wetland and riverside habitats, which includes locally rare species 
such as Forster’s woodrush and saw-wort. These habitats are crucial 
for the bats, insectivorous birds, beetles, moths and bees that depend 
on them. The citation for Crofton Woods SSSI cites 147 species of 
micro-moths, as well as the greater spotted, lesser spotted and green 
woodpeckers, nuthatches and tree creepers.  
ThamesWater has a legal duty under the Water Frameworks Directive 
to set aside funding for sewer modernisation projects, such as what is 
needed at Keston Park. 
The polluted branch of the river also flows directly through a 
children’s playground where it leaves Crofton Woods, so this could 
potentially be a public health hazard as well as a threat to biodiversity. 
 

Last week I inducted two volunteers associated with Butterfly 

Conversation who are surveying the NFVs in May and again in July. 

Also the sustainable planting beds during spring. 

 

Friday, Green Flag Judging at South Hill Wood, also visiting Kingswood 

Glen. 

 

 

4.3 (Daisy Bell Kyd Brook Presentation) 

Please find presentation attached. (Action LB) 

RB offer to help with finding and contacting local MP on this. 

 

Action LB [Done] 

5.  Questions on Partner Reports (reports submitted in advance), or 

brief updates and knowledge sharing from member organisations: 

including habitats and species sub group.  

 

 

5.1  

Richard Barnes LWT: Judy has a copy of the SINC review. This will 

come out with the Borough’s local planning review. 

West Kent Golf Course, they have agreed to let us graze sheep there 

to better manage the chalk grassland, near to Downe House. 

 

Peter Woodward (Chislehurst Commons): Surveying by volunteers, 

more getting involved. Chislehurst and St Pauls Cray Commons are 

not Council owned, and are managed by Trustees. Two employed staff 

who are finding their job almost impossible due to the quantity of fly 

tipping, graffiti. The site still looks great but the workload has been 

high. We are consulting with the volunteers on the new management 

All 



plan. We have more volunteers than we need during the summer 

months when the workload is lower. I attended an Online Webinar for 

Citizen Science. No one had mentioned recording any of the surveying. 

I mentioned GiGL, and I had an email from GiGL thanking me for 

promoting the data.  

 

Luke Underwood NT Hawkwood: Livestock grazing is 15% of potential 

due to fencing issues. Sheep, cows. First time we’ve had lambs on the 

estate. Holly removal with an excavator. E-bikes ongoing issue as on 

other sites. 

 

Bromley Friends of the Earth: Forest bathing in Priory Gardens, a great 

way to promote the local parks. 

 

 

5.2 Jeff Royce Bromley Town Parks and Gardens: the big subject is the 

development next to Bromley Palace Park at the old Civic Centre. They 

cut down a tree that is hundreds of years old a few days after 

purchase, that had no TPO. We are working to apply TPOs on other 

trees in the park.  

Ongoing problem with eutrophication at each of the ponds. I have been 

using Hanna checkers at Glassmill pond. 

Possible renaturalisation of the River Ravensbourne along 

Queensmead Rec, talks with Thames21, ongoing discussion. 

PW: Don’t drop your guard with the developers at Bromley Palace 

Park. 

 

CG: (Judy John’s report) Most important thing is to see what comes out 

of the London LNRS and address this at the next BBP meeting. 

(Action LB, circulate Judy John’s report notes soon.) 

 

Action LB [Done] 

5.3 CG: at the moment I am doing 10-15 planning applications a month 

alone as JJ is unable. Solar Farm in Biggin Hill, their application to 

dismiss the need for an EIA (Environmental Impact Assessment) has 

been declined, so they still need an EIA. We will have to wait and see. 

Battery Storage near to Hutchinson’s Bank. I don’t know whether they 

will need to connect this by damaging the ancient woodland or ancient 

hedgerow. Croydon have sent an ecologist for their part of the 

proposed development. 

St Mary’s Cray, large area of agricultural land where 350 new homes 

are proposed to be built, on green belt. They don’t need to take down 

any hedgerows for this. A buffer zone with the hedgerow is being 

discussed, along with new habitat features in the development such as 

ponds.  

I have had dialogue with the Planning team to streamline the workload 

of applications to remove minor ones (e.g. Bird boxes) but these still 

come through. 

The Partnership thanked CG for her voluntary work on this. 

CG: Fly tipping, have there been any increase in complaints since 

Waldo Rd site closed?  

DB: I don’t think I have. From the previous meeting nothing has sprung 

up in terms of what idverde deal with. 

CG: Featherbed Lane is filled with fly tipping, 5 or 6 van-load piles and 

a mattress. 

PW: My experience at Churchfields Recycling site has been good so 

long as you book. 

 

 



5.4 Tamasin Rhymes: consultation with SE London Mind for how to 

improve gardens for pollinators. Part of meetings with the CPRE front 

gardens network looking at how we can counteract chemical spraying 

on streets and paving of gardens, as well as street planting. E.g. 

Islington Council have improved their street planting for biodiversity.  

(Action TR to share with LB) 

 

Action TR 

6.  AOB 

 

Chair  

 

 

6.1 • Partnership review of objectives 

(Action LB to distribute BBP original document) 

Plus location. 

PW: Membership has significantly changed since Paul Mellor’s 

departure from the BBP nearly two years ago and the lack of Planning 

involvement since. 

CG: Input from the Planning team would be important. 

PW: If we stop asking, then the Planning team will consider that the 

BBP’s contribution isn’t important, which is untrue. 

 

Action LB [Done] 

6.2 RB: The Mayor of London is developing a new Towards a London 

Plan, released a week ago. This is what proposes releasing parts of 

the green belt for housing development due to the housing crisis. 

Recommend all read this or the overview at least. 

 

 

7.  • Date of next Meeting: 22nd September 2025 on later review 

(was previously 29th September 2025) 

• Chair for next meeting: Jeff Royce 

• Request for volunteer to minute next meeting 

Chair  

8.  Close of meeting – Hard Stop at 12pm   

 


