Bromley Biodiversity Partnership

Monday 22" September 2025, 10am-12 noon
BEECHE, High Elms
Chair for this meeting: Jeff Royce

Welcome and introductions ACTIONS
Invited: Alison Ruyter, Andy Wilson, Annette Rose (Bromley FoE) Antony
O’Rourke, Avril Glover, Barry Gutteridge, Ben Jarvis, Brian Knights, Bromley
Friends of the Earth, Bob Harrop, Carol Gould, David Braybrook, Debra van
Jaarsveldt, Ellie Denniss, Francoise Harrop, Grant Hazlehurst, Hugh Chapman,
Ishpi Blatchley, Jamie Fletcher, Jason Glen, Jeff Royce, Joel Wigfield, John Bruce,
Karin Grey, Kari Silvester, Kevin Jennings, Larry Herbert, Luke Blanchard, Luke
Underwood, Mary Barnard, Parisa Wright, Paul Glanfield, Paul Mellor, Peter
Woodward, Richard Barnes, Sarah Laghton, Steven Lofting, Sue Holland, Clir Will
Rowland, Bob Harrop, John Bruce, Brian Knights, lan Micklewright, Thomas Oliver
Apologies: Kevin Jennings, Bromley FoE, Brian Knights

Minutes & Matters Arising from previous meeting

21 (JR) Introductions.

2.2 | JR commemorates Judy John.

(SH) Had a meeting with Judy’s husband last Monday discussing her wishes:
discussed interpretation boards around the parks and the. Idverde is helping with
the rest of the costs. Trees being planted in Darrick Wood and High EIms. Hugh
Chapman has given costs. After Christmas, looking to do a presentation in tribute
to her work.

2.3 JR going through actions of the previous minutes. Action DvJ
DvJ: Planning have been contacted but have not responded. Action DvJ to chase
up.

24 | TR: To send Mind information to LB. Action TR
London Borough of Bromley Update

e Parks and Greenspace update
e Arboriculture Update
e Carbon Management Update

3.1 (DB) Parks and Greenspaces update.

3.1.1 | Parks and Carbon Management
Nature Friendly Verges
The Nature Friendly Verges and the Naturalised grass areas within our Parks are
starting to receive their annual cut. Ben Jarvis has been out surveying all of the
beds and is currently compiling the annual report. Once | have this we will be
looking at how both the new and the old beds have been performing.

We did remove 1 new trial area at Willow Walk due to strong resident opposition at
this location, which led to the Portfolio Holder asking that it be removed.

3.1.2 | Sustainable Planting

We have reached the end of 2" year of the trial without any additions or removals

of beds from the scheme, with the current aim of its deciding on its future at the

committee around June time next year.

Ben Jarvis has recently produced his annual report on the beds of his walkover

surveys produced in June and August. The headline from these reports have been

- Areas that have been particularly successful include Elmers End Green,

Betts Park, Kelsey Park, St Mary Cray High Street, Shortlands Green,
Croydon Road Recreation Ground, Coney Hall Roundabout, Chislehurst
High Street so in particular those beds planted for pollinator species




- Areas that appear to have been less successful include Waterman’s Square
and Shortlands Green and the prairie style planting has been less successful
or improved the least.

- During 2024 surveys 48 different invertebrate species were found. This
summer all beds were surveyed twice in order to capture those species that
we missed last year from late spring and early summer where 94 invertebrate
species were found. Highlights on these beds included 13 different bee
species, 18 different Beetles, 7 ladybirds, 13 spiders and 17 Lepidoptera.

- In addition surveys on the non-sustainable traditional beds were undertaken
to provide a comparison, which by comparison only showed 10 invertebrate
species.

It would seem this years survey have provided clear evidence that the sustainable
planting beds are having a positive impact on local wildlife and pollinator species in
particular and we will be reflecting on these results as we move forward.

3.1.3 | Woodland Establishment

Following delivery of site plans from our contractor Maydencroft and the granting of

the 2" stage WCPG (Woodland Creation Planning Grant) we are looking at how

we move to the delivery phase as Forestry commission funding is unfortunately not
possible as it require public access from day 1 and we need to get the sites
established before public access is integrated.

- Edgebury: Following a site visit the layout for Edgebury supports a more
natural colonisation rather than immediate dense planting but would still follow
the consultation feedback requirements in ensuring that the edges remain free
to provide a break in front of houses and glades. Planting for around 900 trees
and bushes to compliment on site trees and scrub in place and provide natural
variation and species diversity. As the funding that we are looking at provides
no money for planting or site prep we will likely be looking for a lot of planting
and maintenance for the first few years, but it is hoped to plant in February
next year if all goes to plan.

- Kemnal: We have been informed that this site has been designated as ancient
woodland pasture by Natural England — which means we need to find out what
that means in terms of woodland planting and what can be done but will
continue to pursue as feasible.

- Worlds End: This one will likely be planted after the other two are sorted.

We do plan to assess the sites for feasibility in delivering Biodiversity Net Gain but

this is likely to be difficult for woodland. We are also unfortunately unlikely to get

funding for carbon units that are greater than 5 hectares of which none of these will
be.
3.1.4 | Jubilee Parks Fund

As noted last time, we have unfortunately come to the end of the Jubilee Parks Fund

so we are just in the middle of delivering these projects.

- The Friends of Well Wood are in the process of having the money transferred
over so that we can install bird boxes, gap up hedgerows and replace the lectern
frames for the biodiversity

- We are still awaiting a date for the garden improvement project at Priory
Gardens to commence.

3.1.5 | Scadbury Park

A consultant has been appointed to develop a second phase of works to the historic
Moated Manor at Scadbury Park with the initial site visits and briefing taking place.




Green Flag

I can confirm that we have added High Elms Country Park and Kelsey Park to our
list of Green Flag sites this year alongside Hoblingwell Wood Recreation Ground for
a community Green Flag award. We now have 10 Green Flag sites in the borough
(alongside Chislehurst and St Pauls Cray Common) and 3 Community Green Flag
Sites.

We unfortunately didn’t receive a Green Flag for Scadbury Park, but we are liaising
with the judges to incorporate feedback as to how we improve next time.

3.1.7 | Biodiversity Report

Under the duty to report, Isaac Finn in Karin’s team has produced a report ready for

publication by the end of next year. It includes a section for planning who are pulling

together the relevant data from planning applications to contribute to it, but covers: .

e Our current actions (including from strategy docs, projects such as the Kelsey
Park Desilting and partnerships such as the EA)

e How we have raised awareness in the community such as through BEECHE
(Bromley Environmental Education Centre High Elms), Community Days and
public consultations

e How we have considered other strategies, this is mainly referring to the Local
Nature Recovery Strategy, but we also mention SINCs (Sites of Importance for
Nature Conservation), SSSls (Sites of Special Scientific Interest), Kent Downs
National Landscape

e Future aspirational actions that we can take,

e Our monitoring and evaluation which includes the /BBAP (idverde Bromley
Biodiversity Action Plan) and enquiry monitoring through Fix My Street.

3.1.8 | JR: will the Sustainable Planting Bed scheme be expanded?
BJ and DB: We are looking into options for expanding the scheme, but seeking to
complete the two-year trial first.

3.2 HC: arboriculture report.

5% mortality rate. Fulfilling the Council's promise to replant lost trees.

Will be planting just under 600 trees this winter.

Tree officers Simon Hobbs and Kevyn have switched places in their coverage of

the Borough.

CG: If | pass a street tree that has been cut at waist high, is that your team? Is it

related to clearance from telegraph wires?

HC: Openreach are responsible for pruning for clearance from telegraph wires. Any

felled trees report on FixMyStreet and then it is easy for us to identify it is part of

our works.

JR: will the Elizabeth Il memorial tree be replaced?

HC: Yes.

BJ to HC: Are there any plans to trial using disease resistant elms in your planting?

Positive news stories from Kent.

HC: We have a few out already, Bromley have been planting them for

approximately 10 years. They are quite expensive so they don’t usually constitute a

huge part of the tree order due to this but we are planting them.

3.3.1 | DvJ: Waterbodies update.

Keston Ponds. Odonata survey,

NFM (Natural Flood Management) at Crofton Woods, initial stages. Topographic

survey later in September.

Kelsey Park: native marginal plants planted on the banks of the lower lake. Still in
discussion with the EA (Environment Agency) fisheries team about Top Mouthed

Gudgeon.




3.3.2

Keston Ponds Project

- Surveys have continued over the summer months. Namely, PSYM survey
(Predictive System for Mulitmetrics; a basic pond survey for predicting species
using geographical data), invertebrates and other aquatic surveys, Odonata
survey (dragonflies/damselflies), crayfish trapping. No sign of Turkish Crayfish
(Pontastacus leptodactylus). We plan to return in the winter months.

- Arboriculture, bathymetric, utilities and preliminary ecological assessment and
UKHAB surveys will take place over the next 2 months.

- Meeting held in August with NE (Natural England) and FC (Forestry
Commission). Positive feedback and project endorsement.

- Feasibility studies will be presented to the Portfolio Holders at the end of this
month.

3.3.3

Crofton & Sparrow Woods

- £27K of funding has been awarded to LBB for the development stage for a
Natural Flood Management Intervention scheme.

- Initial stages. Topographic survey taking place this month.

3.34

Kelsey Lakes Desilting.

- LBB have been newly silt filled banks of the Lower Lake.

- Thames21 have held a corporate volunteer event in early Sep. They planted
the banks with native marginal species.

- The EA fisheries teams continue to survey various locations across the
Ravensbourne Catchment to determine the spread of Top Mouth Gudgeon
(Pseudorasbora parva) in our rivers and waterbodies.

3.3.5

Kelsey Lakes Upstream funding (The Beck Restoration Project).

- T21 river restoration works will continue over the next 2 years through
corporate funding.

- T21 will be hosting an engagement and volunteer event on the 27™ Sep at
High Broom Woods.

3.3.6

Ravensbourne Catchment Integrated Flood Modelling Project.

- Work on Stage 1 continues with sub-catchments now defined and more
detailed modelling progressing.

Sites will be identified with potential interventions for Natural Flood Management

and SUDS (Sustainable Urban Drainage) in approx. 6 months’ time.

3.3.7

Funding for all waterbodies-

- We continue to work on our applications towards funding from the Thames
RFCC (River, Flood and Coastal Committee), Thames21 empower rivers,
Thames Water AMP8, GLA (Greater London Authority) Green roots,
Replenish fund.

3.3.8

Three business cases per Borough.
Looking for funding including the Thames RFCC.

Met with the Chislehurst Conservators in August.

JF: | attended the Queensmead consultative. A large contingent of people using
the football pitch who are opposed to the new river meander, as it would lose some
of the pitch. Concerns about flooding, which was the motive for the original
concrete channelling.

RB: High Broom Wood had the worst riverfly results on the Beck.

DvJ: High Broom Wood river restoration event with Thames21 Sat 27th
September.

TR: Any further calls for comment around the river restoration project we can help
with answering these and generate positive comments.

4




(BJ) idverde update

4.1

o Biodiversity update
1000 moth specimens recorded this year by Ellie Denniss.
Multi structured dormice nests, two sets of pinks (baby dormice), evidence
of breeding on both sides of the road. Habitat works by the idverde team
are paying off here.

Odonata at Keston Ponds, 17 species.
Bats using the boxes are Chislehurst Rec.
17 pipistrelles at Crystal Palace Park, highest number ever there.

Biodiversity Champions project on the subject of bats this year. Ellie and
myself hosted a morning with the Champions at Dorset Rd Allotments.
Installed bat boxes at 11 different allotment sites, monitored by volunteers.

CS (Countryside Stewardship) agreement: new CS programme upcoming.
Mapping works have been done and are in peer review with Natural
England.

BJ: Hedgehogs go onto a specific database

IB: We need bat surveys at Betts Park next year please. Very important
place for bats and close to South Norwood Lake.

| tried to access to the sports fields behind South Norwood Lake. But | am
unable to do bat work at night anymore.

SH: Yes we will plan a bat survey at Betts Park next year. (Action SH).

JR: Speaking of Betts Park, Ishpi did a bat survey a decade ago at
Churchouse Gardens.

ED: We always do Kelsey, Keston, High EIms, and we are happy to
expand to other sites.

RB: Glow worm numbers?

ED: numbers lower this year, late in the season missing peak window,
unfortunately we had difficulty aligning with the new moon and low wind
due to staff shortages at the time.

PW: We should make sure our message gets across the members in the
Council. | get the impression it is not the top of their agenda in my
conversations so it is important to convey this information about Bromley’s
wildlife.

JR: Good news stories just as important as bad news on wildlife to
highlight the value of efforts.

BJ: Butterfly Conservation released their butterfly count, improvement from
last year but really this is just an average year: just looks good in
comparison to the very poor results last year.

Action SH

4.2

e (LB) RSPB update

Flock of Hebrideans have returned to Hangrove earlier this month. Increased
from 12 to 15. Grazing patterns are important for creating the variety that
benefits the various wildflowers and orchids.

Hay cut in the lower fields has also been completed to assist with scrub
control.

BCV (Bromley Countryside Volunteers) will be helping to remove scrub in the
upper fields in the next 5 years, starting with Musk Orchid this winter.

NFV surveyed. All have improved significantly in biodiversity from last year.
Report finished. Many thanks to volunteers Efi Fanouraki, Seniz Mustafa,
Roxane Pirbonyeh for assistance with surveys.




Odonata survey at Keston Ponds kindly by Tom Bellamy, RSPB biodiversity
advisor at QEOP. (Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park.)

Crofton Woods St Thomas Open Space has been re-opened with brushcutters
and raked by the Friends of Crofton and Sparrow Woods. Litter pick in Gumping
Common.

Treatment of cherry laurel across Crofton Woods, pleased to say the INNS
situation in the Council owned areas is under control at the moment, but there is
a patch of cherry laurel in Gumping Common still to deal with and Italian arum in
the NE of Roundabout Wood yet to be dealt with.

Presentation on the RSPB partnership given to the AGM of the Friends of
Crofton Woods.

Large areas of cherry laurel and snowberry removed and treated in Harvington
Wood with the BCV.

Bat boxes, 3 in Harvington Wood, one in each of the new planting areas from
the WEIF project. Bat boxes fundraised by the Friends.

Riverfly surveys on the Kyd Brook by a new volunteer associated with University
of Essex, and with help from Daisy Bell, who did the survey last year with the
University of Southampton.

Bat surveys in Kelsey Park and Crystal Palace Park.

Meeting about continuing works with Thames21 for river improvement on the
Beck in Harvington Wood.

(HC to help with land registry Crofton Woods private areas INNS.)
HC: offer to help with whips for WEIF Harvington.

43

ED: Education update for 2025 so far.

2000 children last year.

Invited to Priory Gardens. Harvington Woods. Bromley Palace Park. Importance of
Nature Friendly Verges.

Raising a mating pair of Emperor moths (Saturnia pavonia).

Questions on Partner Reports (reports submitted in advance), or brief updates
and knowledge sharing from member organisations: including habitats and species
sub group.

5.1

RB: London Wildlife Trust update.

Commemorating Matthew Frith, who has sadly also passed away. There is
memorial event on Friday by London Wildlife Trust.

Sheep grazing next year in late spring and summer.

Stag beetles doing well in West Wickham by my observation.

Promoting Keston Common and Keston Bog through our newsletter.

ED: How have your glow worm numbers been?

RB: Awful, ones and twos.

5.2

PW: Chislehurst and St Pauls Cray Commons update.

Identified a ladybird which is a new species for the Commons, the children seeing.
Prick End Pond emptied this year. We have relocated the fish to another pond.
The birds have migrated to Rush Pond.

In 2018 we did major work on Prick End Pond. Sourced by rainwater and road
gullies. We wrote a long report which Kevyn was involved in.

Whenever it rains we rush out to find where the flows are for the pond.

If we can identify what flows need unblocking this would help.

5.3

BH: Amphibian report. Very good numbers for toads this year. Keston Ponds
wildlife pond performed well.




5.4

CG: Habitats and Species Subgroup update.

Nothing in the Downe Bank dormouse boxes this year, third year in a row.

For 6-7 weeks in the summer without report from Planning; | enquired and reports
have resumed. May be related to the Planning team switching systems currently.
| have responded to the Government’'s BNG consultation for small sites. Many
small builds on sites exempt from BNG currently, while on other sites building
extensions requires BNG. The system is not currently working well.

Hopefully the Planning BNG report will have more details.

Only two submissions where | have seen a detailed BNG report included.

5.5 | TR: Thanks from Bromley Greener and Cleaner to Ben Jarvis for the bat box
training. Very much enjoyed Ellie’s bugs at Bromley Palace Parks.

5.6 | KS: Two severely injured foxes that | have found dead. | am contacting the Fox
Project to find out how they were killed; not run over by cars. Has anyone else
found any injured or dead foxes? We are hoping there is no one purposely
injuring/shooting foxes.
Grey heron and little egret, sticklebacks returned.

5.7 IM: Local RSPB group update.
Bob Francis's glowing obituary for Judy John to be published in our October.
Set up a Whatsapp group for bird sightings.
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker at Crofton Woods.
Newsletter. Also the fact that Peter Smart is reinstating the local group’s Swift
survey next summer after a year's absence.
The sighting of a LSW (Lesser Spotted Woodpecker) in Crofton Woods by LB, the
first sighting for many years.
Also that next spring we are hoping to once again do our Heron Watch at Kelsey
Park.
Now that the desilting project there has finished. Also that we continue to engage
with local groups such as the Holwood Estate, Cudham Activity Centre and
Nuthatch Retreats in order to engage and promote ourselves.

5.8 AG: Holwood Park update.

Water level has been the highest this winter followed by the lowest this summer.
The Rhododendrons have been holding the island together but we’re biting the
bullet and getting rid of those.

Hoping to thin the pines. Access is restrictive so this is difficult, if we cannot do so
this winter then it will have to wait until this time next year.

5.9 | JR: Bromley Town Parks and Gardens update.

We have an ongoing discussion with the Council about Bromley Palace Park lake.
Support from Bromley Greener and Cleaner and Bromley Friends of the Earth. 100
visitors at the event, 35 people cutting back vegetation. Picture of the 1920s of
people cutting back vegetation at the park.
We have identified the problems with the Lake. Silt is an issue and we are looking
to work with the Council to find external funding for desilting.
Local Plan consultation ending 26" Sep
6.1 RB: Is everyone familiar with what a Local Plan is? | can distribute it as a pdf with a | Action RB

summary of items that could be suggested.

This one is a direction of travel review: an overview of the goals. Separate from the
next review which is on actual policy.

(RB to distribute the Local Plan summary pdf.)

There is a section on biodiversity and included Biodiversity Net Gain and Urban
Greening Factor.




Responding to your local planner is very important, more important than planting a
tree.

PW: are individual responses better than a group response?
RB: individual is better, numbers and detail matter.

IB: Judy John was amazing with her work with Planning, and there is huge gap
created by her loss.

RB: Worth responding to all of the consultation documents. The interpretation of
“grey belt” will be informed by these consultations also.

AOB
e Partnership review of objectives

71

LB to circulate BBP original document again.

Action LB.

7.2

BJ: Extend invitation to Crystal Palace Park trust for the meeting.
(LB to action.)

Action LB

e Date of next Meeting: Monday 19" January 2026
e Chair for next meeting: Peter Woodward

Close of meeting — Hard Stop at 12pm




