Countryside Consultative Panel
7:00pm-9:00pm Tuesday 8™ October 2024
Committee Rooms, Bromley Civic Centre, Stockwell Close, BR1 3UH

Chairman: ClIr Simon Fawthrop

Invitees

Cllr Gemma Turrell (Shortlands and Park Langley) - GT
CliIr Colin Smith (Bickley and Sundridge, Leader of the Council) - CS
CliIr Chris Price (St Paul’s Cray) - CP

Clir Alexa Michael (Hayes and Coney Hall) - AM

ClIr Simon Fawthrop (Petts Wood and Knoll) - SF
Hannah Jackson (London Borough of Bromley) - HJ
David Braybrook (London Borough of Bromley) - DB
Hugh Chapman (London Borough of Bromley) - HC
Luke Blanchard (RSPB/idverde) - LB

Sue Holland (idverde) - SH

Carol Gould (Bromley Biodiversity Partnership) - CG
Judy John (Bromley Biodiversity Partnership) - JJ
Jamie Fletcher (Bromley Biodiversity Partnership) - JF
Chantal Lane (Bromley Bridleway Access Group) - CL
Richard Barnes (London Wildlife Trust) - RB

Peter Woodward (Chislehurst Commons) - PW

Parisa Wright (Greener and Cleaner Bromley) — PWr
Kathy Tormann (Greener and Cleaner Bromley) - KT
Larry Herbert (Bromley Friends Forum) - LH

Apologies CliIr Will Rowlands (Mottingham), Clir Kate Lymer (Bickley and Sundridge) Alison
Ruyter (Kent Wildlife Trust) Matthew Frith (London Wildlife Trust) Ben Jarvis (idverde)

Agenda
1. | Welcome and introductions; Present & Apologies Luke
Blanchard
2. | Appointment of Chair and Vice-Chair
Clir Simon Fawthrop defaults as chairman
Cllr Gemma Turrell defaults as vice-chairman
3. | Minutes of the last meeting Chairman

a) Accuracy
b) Matters arising

3.1 HJ: 4.15 Local Authority Treescapes fund is the correct name
197, more detailed proposals for the woodlands, not the BNG
(Biodiversity Net Gain).

3.2 JJ: invitees list, Jamie Fletcher is down as Bromley Biodiversity
Partnership but he does not attend any longer.

3.3 SF (Chairman): Action of separating the minutes is closed. Matters
arising from previous meeting.

34 Links from RB.




Closed the tree planting input (HJ).
5.1 HC update from the tree team following from HJ summary. This
was about becoming a Tree Friend. Closed.

5.2 CJ waxwings (Bombycilla garrulus) entered the Borough on two
occasions. HC: this was from the enhancement of rowans and birches.

5.9 LH asked SH about the quarterly collection of data, LH to send
unsupervised work sessions data. Angela Wood has sent through a
request last week, LH did not receive, SH will chase up.

Chairman: When does this data span?

LH: Years.

Chairman: Is it adding value?

SH: Yes, it is information that our Council members would like to know
about. The volunteer hours, the work that they do, collected quarterly
every year. To capture the hours worked. It goes into one of our reports
to the Council so they are aware of the volunteers value.

Chairman raises being aware of whether the efforts of data collection
are valid.

LH: Itis relevant for grant applications.

HJ: We collect the data and it forms part of our performance report. As
LH mentions, we do use it to support grant funding applications.

LH: Gives the total hours for the Friends groups. It gives a good trend
of what is actually achieved by the Friends groups. But not every
Friends group replies to the quarterly request, which obscures the data.

5.19 JJ raises that Bromley needs an ecologist. Chairman: the Council
cannot afford this.

JJ: Carol and | deal with a great many planning applications. We spend
many unpaid hours doing this. While we desire to help, it impinges on
the time available to do other duties. Local Nature Recovery Strategy,
part of the Environment Act 2021—these are big duties.

Chairman: the obligations here are not as important as maintaining the
budget in statutory importance. Often what is said to statutory turns out
to be guidance.

CS: Reductions in service across every portfolio in the Borough,
including within our statutory departments, such as those affecting
children and families. It breaks my heart having been here 20 plus
years having to unwind what we are doing, but we must focus on what
we can do. Having luxuries is not something we are going to be able to
stretch into at this time, but hopefully when better times arise it can be
considered. The Council budgetary issues go back to the Brown
ministry, and it carries on through the Conservative years, so every
major party has their hands in the blood on this matter. Boroughs such
as Croydon have gone over already, as have Havering. Outer London
is going first, and Borough such as Bromley are under threat. Requests
for additional funding come, and we must ask whether we have to do
this. A, what can we afford, B what can we cut, and C, my concern for
the environment is close to me, but the budget is crucial. HC and HJ
have been dealing with extreme budgetary constraints.

Chairman: Emphasises that it is Outer London that is suffering most.
The deficits are piling up and something has to give. Ultimately, being
people that want to make sure our residents are represented, so we do
not want commissioners to come in and run it without the say of the




people. As difficult as the decisions are, we must take them so that we
do not end up under commission.

CL: Why are outer London Boroughs affected more than inner London?
Chairman: The way the funding formulas were changes in the late 80s
and early 90s affects outer London more; Bromley is the second lowest
in Greater London, second to Richmond. Over many years they put
their council tax up, £200 per month higher for Band D, as a
consequence. Every time there has been a referendum, the electorate
has not wished to increase their council tax. Sorry to be blunt on this
matter, which is not intended, but | mean to advise on the realpolitik
that we have to face.

JJ: Request that if the Council are hiring someone new in the planning
department, that they should have a biodiversity qualification, or at
least an interest.

RB: Seconded this motion, and that several planners should perhaps
be trained up to prepare for BNG obligations.

Chairman: assume there is not budget available.

LBB general update
LBB Project Update

David
Braybrook

4.1

HJ: Brief update on major project work and consultations ongoing
currently.

Sport and leisure projects are occurring at parks and open spaces from
DB, and HC on trees.

HJ: The Council has agreed to fund the desilting works at Kelsey
Lakes. Over the summer we offered a contract to the Land and Water
Group, and works are due to start in November, running to April time.
Consultation on Wednesday, invitation to come.

Environment Agency working with, looking at funding a wider project to
restore the Reiver Beck. £50k funding awarded to High Broom Wood
and Harvington Wood. Water Restoration Grant improvements to the
lakes at Keston Common, to improve the water quality, habitat quality
and celebrate the heritage links to Charles Darwin.

Applying for the Pond Restoration Fund, but at an early stage.

Kelsey Park Bridge replacement; tender has closed earlier in the
summer, expected to be completed in the autumn. Works around
Scadbury Park; Mollie Lyon joined the team recently, working with the
Friends. Working with Historic England. Consultations: park user
satisfaction survey result are being analysed and will be reported in
November. The consultations around the NFV (Nature-Friendly
Verges) trial and Naturalised Grasslands have come to a close.

4.2

DB: Jubilee parks fund have had 32 success applications. 16 going for
additional fundraising. A further 3 applications have been received in
the latest round. Scadbury Park, desilting of ponds, sustainable
planting in Beckenham Green and Richmal Crompton fields, and
Wetland Restoration works on Riverside Gardens. Grateful for the
support of the Bromley Biodiversity Panel. Farnborough Village Society
are finishing their playground project with honeysuckle for white
admirals.

Croydon Road bandstand has been opened in a ceremony with the
mayor. Submitted for the London Festival of Architecture.

The sports projects that HJ mentioned; fund to restore tennis courts in
Goddington Rec, etc.




Worked in partnership with the England cricket board to increase
grassroots participation in cricket. Collaboration with the Kent Cricket
Club next year to assist with this.

4.3

HC: tremendous tree planting programme. 1600 trees. Year 4 of the
programme. 5000 trees over the period. The species picked this year
are all relevant to the policies set out within our strategy. Improving
native tree composition and trees capable of withstanding the
challenging urban environment.

Ordinary we would close the doors to planting requests, but as an
exception we have extended the window this planting season to
November, please do so via FMS.

Information on Young Tree Maintenance is available.

This past summer we have installed some Please Water Me cards on
the trees, to encourage residents to water trees during the summer.
93% of trees were healthy. 6% were showing signs of stress, below
national average.

Over the past 6 months we have put much work into the procurement
exercise, concluded in August this year. 4 new term contracts
alongside Glendale (the existing contract). These will correspond to the
tree officer administrations.

In the event that we have work that falls out of the norm. To support the
new contracts, we undertook a review and performance monitoring.
Woodland establishment project. Concluded public consultation,
including in Chislehurst Library face to face. Feedback which led to
amendments to the design, so it was a positive experience. Waiting to
hear back from the FC for that.

Local authorities TreeScapes fund. Conditional offer back now. Park
sites within the Borough. Miawaki forests within the plans. Should be
discharged within the coming weeks.

Chairman: any questions?

JJ: Will the new trees include planting more whips in hedgerows? The
valuer as wildlife corridors is very important.

HC: The woodland creation grant funding and the local authority
treescape fund will both include hedgerow planting.

idverde update

Sue Holland

5.1

SH: Last time, we were seeking a conservation ranger since Steven
Lofting’s departure. This was changed to a biodiversity manager.
Recruited in May; Ben Jarvis, whom most of you have met. Very
pleased with his work that he has done so far. Also an RSPB
partnership staff member introduced from the last meeting, Luke
Blanchard. Our partnership with the RSPB is important and enables
resources to be gathered otherwise unavailable. Planning is beyond
our remit but everything else (ecology surveys) we are training up our
rangers to perform. 133 surveys done this season so far. We have
merged the education department with the conservation department.
Our instructors deliver courses on environmental education for all ages.
The merger has been very successful and it has increased the number
of events. Courses from toddlers to adults. Increased the variety of the
courses and enabled more free courses to the Friends forum.
Amphibian surveys, moth surveys, tool maintenance of the Friends
groups, and hedgelaying. Good feedback. Strong team, and we hope it
will continue. The partnership with e Friends groups, with he BBP, is
valuable. BEECHE has many courses available and our social media




imprint has increased. The awareness and public engagement aspect
is a key focus for promoting biodiversity.

idverde biodiversity and RSPB update

Luke
Blanchard

6.1

e RSPB update

RSPB partnership with idverde has been busy over the summer,
leading the Friends of Crofton to remove cherry laurel and snowberry,
cleared St Thomas’ Open Space of scrub to maintain the wood pasture
community, and opening woodland rides to improve the habitat value
for butterflies, and we will soon begin coppicing, and we will be leaving
the climbing honeysuckle for the white admiral butterfly. The RSPB are
working in collaboration with the University of Southampton as well as
Thames21 to study the habitat quality of both branches of the Kyd
Brook in Crofton for invertebrates using the Urban Riverfly Monitoring
Scheme methodology, to study the effect of the Thames Water sewage
discharge point into the Kyd Brook, which discharged for 148 hours last
year.

https://theriverstrust.org/key-issues/sewage-in-rivers

The Friends of Harvington have been re-established for one year now
and we are arranging doing works in Harvington Wood, especially to
remove invasive species, and the Friends of Poverest are a new
friends group that the RSPB are working with in Covet Wood restore
the wildlife pond. Trees blocking the path in Fox Wood near Rushmore
Hill have been cleared over the summer holidays so Pratts Bottom
Primary School can continue to use the woodland. BCV have cleared
190m2 of scrub from Hangrove.

Request for a Sunday volunteer; even if only every other Sunday; KWT
(Kent Wildlife Trust) will provide training.

The RSPB has been providing training days to idverde, including on
meadow condition assessments at Hangrove Fields, and a dragonfly
and damselfly identification day at Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park, and
last month a visit from the RSPB’s senior ecologists to Keston
Common and Crofton Woods.

6.2

e LH; training course (to SH): we talked about having access to
the videos by Jackie Baxter. SH: we spoke to Jackie Baxter, and
it is ready to go; just to run it by the Friends Forum to check the
content. We will go ahead and you should see that quite soon in
your email box.

e PW: would like to emphasise that Chislehurst are a Friends
group despite being different in responsibilities, but encouraging



https://theriverstrust.org/key-issues/sewage-in-rivers

to see such full presentations. The importance to the community
that there is such a fantastic network across the Borough. When
started we had 28 groups. The activity from the population who
are joining manifests an enormous amount of time. This is an
asset to the Council. | also appreciate the argument the
Chairman put in the beginning. Training and opening up
opportunities. LH and | attend a London meeting online. Some
groups in some Borough have no proper access to the Council.
Some can only access this information through a Fol request;
this was raised in the BBP. They were impressive reports, and
we are now beginning to benchmark what we have, and | would
like to thank for the contribution of these reports.

e Chairman and PW agree the NT (Hawkwood) also do much
work in surveys, such as pond surveys, glowworms, fungi.

e Chairman: Possibly much knowledge there that isn’t shared
widely.

e PW: We share volunteers with National Trust and with Scadbury
Park. SINC (Site of Importance for Nature Conservation) at St
Pauls Cray, were grouped in the same cohort. | was speaking to
Kevin Jennings, our zoologist, who was working with Luke
Underwood (National Trust Hawkwood).

CS: Emphasises how fantastic the work that the Friends groups
does. The Council has been trying to emphasise from the outset
to the people that these are their commons. Shocked that some
must resort to Fol requests when the commons are meant to be
publicly engaged. To SH: | saw a stag beetle at Warren Rd
(Nature Friendly Verge). Saw my first deer on Hayes Common
having lived there for 36 years. Two weeks ago, my wife saw a
female pheasant sitting in the cherry tree, eating pyracantha
berries, which | have never seen.

Chairman: We are very lucky in Bromley with wildlife. Every May
| see orange tips in my garden. Many years ago | used to see
slow worms which | no longer see.

Reports from member organisations.

All

7.1

CG: LNRS (Local Nature Recovery Scheme). The GLA (Greater
London Authority) is responsible for the London strategy, coordinating
with GiGL (Greenspace Information for Greater London). JJ has put
together much work from the Species and Habitats Subgroup on
adding to the consultation map. Hoping that in a year’s time there will
be a good strategy for Bromley.

Chairman: We have heard of government plans to build a new town in
Chelsfield. Presumably this will have a massive impact on biodiversity.
CG: Yes, many important areas for biodiversity are near Chelsfield
station. They mention they are avoiding flood areas and ancient
woodland, but do not seem to be avoiding SINCs etc, and are more
focused on proximity to train station. Arable fields are seen as very




green by the public and would look bad. 90% of sites were on
greenbelt land.

Chairman: 8000 houses perhaps, | heard.

CG: A large solar plant has also been suggested on the West of Biggin
Hill. A consultation. Developers said they would not need to do a
environmental impact assessment. But Natural England have raised
concerns about proximity to the Kent Downs AONB (Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty).

Building on arable lands outside of green belt may have to be
accepted, but our concern in on green belt land.

Because the Bromley Local Plan hasn’t been updated. With BNG
(Biodiversity Net Gain), every development has to show a 10% net
gain. | have started to see cases where the footprint of the buildings is
so significantly larger than there is nothing to be done to get the BNG,
so there has been a massive decrease in biodiversity on that site. In
some cases, Bromley development sees BNG in Wiltshire, such as a
hedgerow.

Chairman: And how can that be monitored from Bromley?

CG: They will pay someone £5000 to plant a hedgerow in Wiltshire.
Chairman: raises the desire to keep BNG local.

JJ: There is something called land banking, where a record of potential
development areas. For example, a BNG of 10% could be made by
making better management regime for a poor quality meadow owned
by the Council covered with coarse grasses, thistles, nettles etc.

CS: | would like to advise the chairman that this is a planning matter.
There is a stretch of land in Bickley which we have been defending
from development for a long time. | would love to take measures to
protect the land. If the law were ever to change, the Council would
have to consider verging/poor green belt to be developed. If you allow
this to occur, they there is an incentive for unscrupulous landowners to
permit their land to degrade so that it can be sold for development. This
panel is not a political panel, but we know the government will be
bringing some plans shortly, and this should be scrutinised carefully.
We have just been given a 7000 home target. Once people have got
development rights, there is no rush to develop it, provided something
is started. So huge tracts of land in the Borough could be lost to
development that may not be fully undertaken for many years. Panels
such as this are very important so that we could work together for the
good of the Borough.

Chairman: A possible Bromley Biodiversity Trust could be a worthwhile
suggestion.

CS to SH: at Warren Road, the groundwater has been higher than
seen before.

Chairman: | hardly used by water-butts this year. Perhaps water
harvesting is not necessary?

7.2 JJ: Hedgehog and toad surveys continuing since 2017. Request for
sightings to be sent to me with date and postcodes.
JJ: Carbon management, with NFVs, the carbon sequestration of the
soils within them, | have a report which can be sent to LB.

7.3 RB: similar things in our report, orchids are up, butterflies are down.

Importance of these green spaces for mental health. Eco-anxiety
among young people, fear of starting families due to poor prospects for
the future of the environment they will grow up in. London LNRS
consultation is happening on Monday next week. Part of this is look at
funding.




Chairman: What sources?

RB: BNG and environmental land management schemes such as
Countryside Stewardship are the two main sources of funding.
Especially since there will be more development in urban areas.
Chairman: If there are more sources of funding available that do not
call on the government or taxpayer then this should be encouraged.
RB: BNG land register of sites has been suggested, where developers
have to contribute.

7.4

LH: Lost 4 members of the Friends.

Friends of Foxhurst, new group.

Will have ran 4 first aid courses by the end of this year. These are
always full at capacity.

Spent money on small grants, up to £500, we have offered to various
Friends groups, including South Hill Wood interpretation board and
Jubilee.

Chairman: Regarding benches, memorial benches can be funded
privately.

LH: Much of this is occurring.

Chairman: duplication; if this money could be spent elsewhere then it
may be more beneficial.

LH: Many memorial benches are varied in their reception. Some abuse
them. In countryside parks we are opposed to them, but in urban parks
we are supportive. Flowers and teddy bears, they become shrines.
Chairman: Would this not be an expectable outcome? It should be
made clear from the outset.

PW: Chislehurst and St Pauls Cray Commons, differ in that we are run
by a board of trustees. The bulk of funds are spent on maintaining the
commons itself. £2000 must come from raising money each year.
Since we became a charity, many refer to us as the trustees. The
green space is made up of 70% woodland, and we link up with the FC
and planning department, as does idverde, work with the tree team for
our felling applications.

Everyone is a volunteer, except for two keepers.

In the process of writing our 10 year plan, as our 2024 plan is coming
to an end. Succession of membership is a leading concern. Must
ensure we have the expertise ready. We have woodlands, restored
heathland, and ponds. Acid grasslands by the Ramblers Rest,
precious, as idverde appreciate, as there is a limited amount of acid
grassland.

We now have a licence to access the GiGL records which we are very
pleased about. We have 136 slowworms recorded on St Pauls Cray
Common. Kevin Jennings has six people that go round voluntarily.
Chairman assents that the volunteer contributions are fantastic and
important. How to encourage the next generation of volunteers?
Friends of Crofton have grown from recent establishment, so it is
possible. Concerns about housing development does much to increase
interest; people are more likely to volunteer if they believe the site is
under threat vs if it is felt to be safe and stable.

PW: Developers would go to GiGL to get statistics. It is important that
records can be accessed and that they are being used. We are a
charity and would not have had the resources to pay the subscription.
Chairman: Asks if idverde and the Council use GiGL.

SH: Yes.

HJ: Yes, in the planning team.




RB: | wish to back that up as the records taken from BBP (Bromley
Biodiversity Partnership) efforts ultimately feed into GiGL from iRecord.
Chairman: Many of my residents do not know about this; it is worth
circulating.

CS: | have not seen a hedgehog alive or dead foe 20 years and | live
near Hayes Common.

JJ: Dry summer in 2022, numbers crashed. | have made huge efforts to
publicise this. Bigger numbers this year, up to 22 hedgehogs, owed to
the rainfall, but the impact of drought is still ongoing on their population.
Water is critical to their population.

CL to Chairman: Earlier this summer, hedgehogs turned up in my
garden for a single night. Wasted seeds beneath the bird feeder
attracted them; 3 hedgehogs and a fox. Some nights | saw 2, many
nights a single hedgehog. Paw marks on the food bowl reveal their
presence compared to the fox, which licks the bowl clean.

JJ requested CL postcode, which was given.

CL: They used to come intermittently, but now they don’t come at all.
Hedgehog access hole in the fence.

7.5

CL bridleways update: minutes, paragraph 5.17, planning a tax sale;
tack sale.

Jim Raggart’s departure at the Rights of Way office has affected us.
Taken a long time to replace him.

Chairman: we did all we could to keep him. Many praises for his work.
CL: We found him easy and agreeable to work with.

Chloe Harten was taking over, but she never replied to our emails. We
have now received an email from Patrick Collier, the new Rights of
Way officer. It gave the impression he was interested in our group and
was supportive.

Chairman: Ms Hartden was covering more than one Borough at the
time; it is unfortunate she was too busy.

CL,; hopefully the Rights of Way will consider 3 of our applications.
Footpaths 131 and 135 are two that we would hope to upgrade to
bridleways.

Any Other Business

Chair

Chairman found none.

Date of next meeting(s)
e Next formal meeting — April 2025 to be confirmed.

Chairman concluded the meeting and thanked for attendance.




