Countryside Consultative Panel
7:00pm-9:00pm Thursday 29" May 2025
Committee Room 1, Bromley Civic Centre, Churchill Court, 2 Westmoreland Road, BR1 1AS

Chairperson: Clir Alexa Michael

Present

Clir Alexa Michael (AM) Hayes and Coney Hall Ward
Clir Angela Page (AP) Chelsfield and Pratts Bottom Ward
Mollie Lyon (ML) London Borough of Bromley
Debra Van Jaarsveldt (DVJ) London Borough of Bromley
Sue Holland (SH) Education & Conservation Development Manager idverde
Ben Jarvis (BJ) Biodiversity Manager idverde
Carol Gould (CG) Bromley Biodiversity Partnership Species & Habitats sub-group
Chantal Lane (CL) Bromley Bridleway Access Group
Richard Barnes (RB) London Wildlife Trust
Peter Woodward (PW) Friends of Chislehurst Commons
Parisa Wright (PW) Greener and Cleaner Bromley
Kieth Rodwell (KR) Bromley Friends Forum
Seniz Mustafa (SM) Butterfly Conservation Youth ambassador

1. | Welcome and introductions Actions
1.1 SH opened the meeting

2. | Apologies
Clir Will Rowlands (WR) Mottingham Ward
CliIr Colin Smith (CS) Bickley and Sundridge Ward
Clir Gemma Turell (GT) Beckenham and Penge Ward
Clir Kate Lymer (KL) Bickley and Sundridge Ward
Clir Chris Price (CP) St Paul’'s Cray Ward
ClIr Simon Fawthrop (SF) Petts Wood and Knoll Ward
Alison Ruyter (AR) Kent Wildlife Trust
Matthew Frith (MF) London Wildlife Trust
Luke Blanchard (LB) RSPB/idverde
Larry Herbert (LH) Bromley Friends Forum
Hannah Jackson (HJ) Assistant Director for Carbon Management & Green Spaces
Hugh Chapman (HC) Arboriculture services Manager Bromley
David Braybrook (DB) London Borough of Bromley
Judy John (JJ) Species & Habitats sub-group
Jamie Fletcher (JF) Bromley Biodiversity Partnership
Kathy Tormann (KT) Greener and Cleaner Bromley

3. | Election of new Chairperson and vice chair for the coming municipal year
3.1 Clir Alexa Michael was made chairperson
3.2 Richard Barnes agreed to be vice-chair

4. | Minutes of the last meeting

4.1 Accuracy- AM noted that there was a discrepancy in section 7.1 of the BJ
previous minutes. BJ agreed to update with the accurate information.

Minutes were approved.




4.2

Matters arising - No matter arising.

LBB general update

ML updated the panel on the following points:
Nature Friendly Verges Project —

e A paper was taken to the January PDS committee where recommendations
were approved on maintaining verges as permanent, trialling new verges
and removing some from the trial:

The following 8 are now permanent NFV’s.

Addington Road (West Wickham)

Court Road (Orpington)

Downs Hill and Ravensbourne Avenue

Ormonde Avenue (Farnborough and Crofton)

Pickhurst Lane and Pickhurst Mead (Hayes & Coney Hall)
Rangefield Road Footpath (Plaistow)

Riverpool Walk (Penge and Cator)

Warren Road (Chelsfield)

Removed from the trial.
e Beacon Road (Bromley Town)
e Copers Cope Road (Beckenham Town and Copers Cope)
¢ Northfields Avenue (St Mary Cray)

Additional sites were also accepted for trial.

Broadoaks Way (Shortlands & Park Langley)
Cameron Road (Bromley Town)

Crofton Road (Farnborough and Crofton)

Foxgrove Road (Beckenham Town & Copers Cope)
Gates Green Road (Hayes & Coney Hall)

Sustainable Planting Trial —

Following the first year of the trail, it was found that:
89% of respondents were supportive regarding a specific location, 93%
respondents supported the trial generally

Biodiversity walkover surveys showed 48 invertebrate species recorded in later
September, with beds at EImers End, Croydon Road and Chislehurst Highstreet
being most prominent.

Tree Planting Update -

The Microforest project planted over 7000 tree whips across 5 sites and three
additional whip planting sites. The project was funded with £175k secured from the
Local Authority Treescapes fund at the end of 2024.

Treemendous Trees

2024/25 tree planting season concluded the 4-year planting programme, adding a
final 1,250 trees, this now totals 5,000 new street trees planted as part of the
project since its initiation in 2021/2022.




5.1

LBB Project Update

Application to the NLHF for £250k funding to deliver a site wide masterplan on
Scadbury park and is now complete and with Historic England for review.

Recently submitted a grant funding application to the Countryside Stewardship PA2
Fund to secure monies for the Moated Manor site in Scadbury. Total £434k which
includes a 15% contingency allowance.

The Concept Design Plans for the three Woodland sites (Worlds End Lane,
Edgebury and Kemnal) were approved by the Forestry Commission last year.

Well Wood, with the Friends have been awarded Jubilee parks funding to repair
interpretation boards, install bird & bat boxes around the site and gap up
hedgerows.

DVJ gave a power point presentation on the recently completed Kelsey Lakes
Desilting project.

The Beck Restoration Project-

. The first stage of river restoration works have been complete in
Harvington, High Broom Woods and Langley Waterside Nature Reserve.

. T21 have received corporate funding to continue river restoration work in
Harvington and High Broom Woods for the next 2 years.

The Water restoration fund development grant of £249K for works on the Keston
Ponds has been successful.

This grant will fund survey and design work for a project to improve the water
environment in and around the ponds.

idverde update

SH gave the panel an update on behalf of idverde:

Staff changes -

. Ellie Denniss has been promoted to Senior Environmental Education
Instructor.

. Nuala Cochrane is a new full-time instructor.

. Anya Snowdon has been taken on in a part time role.

Works have continued towards the Countryside Stewardship targets including
woodland, pond, hedge and scrub management.

Surveys- Completed surveys include- Bat hibernation, Amphibian/GCN, spring bat
box surveys, woodland flora, dormice.

Our Friends and volunteers have started the butterfly and reptile surveys
throughout our parks which will continue until October.

Volunteer hours- Thanks to all our volunteers and Friends groups who completed
11,098.5 supervised hours last April- March 2025, that’'s 1,664 hrs more than
2023/24. Totalling 388 sessions




Courses-
We have orgonised 5 courses for Friends to attend free of charge throughout the
year.

. Biodiversity in amenity spaces 11th of June at Cater Park
. Meadow surveying 24th of June at Darrick Wood

. Bioblitz survey 23rd of July at Chislehurst

. Woodland and tree trail 17th at High EIms of September
. Hedge laying 19th at Scadbury of November

As part of our IBBAP programme we have delivered our 5th allotment Biodiversity
Champions course. This year we chose bats as the species, and we delivered a bat
ecology course and survey techniques to allotment holders within the borough. We
have also installed 13 bat boxes in allotment sites.

- Request for full idverde staff list by panel member. BJ agreed to
circulate staff list alongside the minutes.

BJ

6.1

idverde RSPB update

BJ gave a short report provided to him by Luke Blanchard the idverde RSPB
biodiversity advisor, in which he highlighted the works that have gone into the
ongoing aquatic invertebrate surveys along the river in Crofton wood, also
mentioning the recent woodland talks and walks in Harvington wood and South Hill
wood.

Reports from member organisations

7.1

KR updated the panel from the friend’s forum on what they have been doing. KR
stated that the forum is having trouble recording the figures for unsupervised work
hours, but they are trying to encourage friends’ groups to complete the forms.

KR stated that he believes that only 25% of the hours worked are being
represented to the council.

KR thanked idverde for supplying training sessions in a variety of different parks
this year so that more friends can attend.

- ML thanked the friends for all of their good work
- Friends Forum would like more info on what species the friends should be
looking out for on their sites.

BJ to investigate if a new poster could be created that could be distributed to
the friends’ groups, which includes a QR code to upload their recordings.

BJ

7.2

CG from the BBP species & habitats sub-group stated that the group members are
continuing to survey species in Bromley, such as reptiles, amphibians and dormice,
often in conjunction with idverde, or other organisations such as English Heritage at
Down House.

CG explained that Judy John was no longer able to respond to the planning
consultations, and that she had requested that the planning team prioritise the
applications they sent to her.

CG noted that numbers have since reduced from 15 consultations in March to 8-10
a month since then.

CG expressed her concern that Bromley are not seeking any professional
ecological advice and therefore cannot defend any appeals on ecological grounds.




CG noted that she has several outstanding questions for the planning team, which
are being treated as FOI requests, regarding the number of applications where
BNG applies and how many Biodiversity Gain Plans have been registered.

-ML stated that additional queries gone through FOI so this has probably
slowed down the process.

CG stated that members understand that an ecologist will not be employed within
the council, however there should be someone with a good understanding in
Biodiversity Net gain within the council.

7.3

RB gave an update to the panel about what's been happening on LWT reserves:
Saltbox Hill SSSI — butterfly and reptile monitoring continuing this year

Summer surveys have taken place on species including Stag Beetles, Dragonflies
& Damselflies & Glow worms.

RB stated that after managing West Kent Golf Course under licence since 1987,
LWT have finally got an agreement from the owners to graze sheep on one of the
meadows/roughs. The sheep will have fenceless collars but will require a fence on
the public footpath side.

RB updated the panel on planning developments around Saltbox Hill Local Wildlife
Site and its proposed expansion in the Local Plan review, with part of the site
potentially being sold as a Biodiversity Net Gain site.

RB stated that the Wildlife Trusts (and other eNGOs) have serious concerns about
Part 3 of the Planning & Infrastructure Bill and have helped write suggested
amendments.

RB - Can we share the questions regarding BNG posed to LBB planning
with these minutes. BJ agreed to circulate the email chain to the panel.

BJ

7.4

PW Updated the panel on Chislehurst and st Pauls cray common.

PW stated that they must fund raise up to £65 k a year to maintain the land and
prevent encroachment onto the common.

PW was grateful for the excellent working relationship they have with the council
and idverde.

PW expressed that it is now essential to raise funds externally to maintain the
common and not have to be so reliant on a volunteer workforce.

PW noted that Dr Kevin Jennings is doing great biodiversity work carrying out
multiple surveys and uploading all his data to giggle.

PW informed the panel of their summer fun day ‘Chislehurst creates’.

PW thanked LBB and their contractors for their continued support.

7.5

CL gave updates on the following items:

Our Chair has been in contact with Paddy Collyer, regarding

Old Harrow Lane path surface has deteriorated to the point that it is now dangerous
to use. Our chair has been in contact with Paddy Collyer as it is down to the
council’'s Highways department to fund the necessary work but there is a dispute
between the departments as to who should pay for it.

CL said that they have also liaised with Paddy regarding some permissive
bridleways, which are in urgent need attention due to encroaching vegetation.

Discussions are being had about the limited sightlines and speed of traffic affecting
access to Shire Lane from the nearby bridleway. The hope is that the exit can be
moved a little to a spot where visibility would be better.




CL discussed a meeting that took place on the 6" April with a representative from
the BHS at the High EIms car park. The aim was to persuade dog walkers to keep
their dogs under control on the bridleways, Paddy Collyer also attended and
advised us to put up more signage asking dog walkers to keep their dogs under
control around horses.

CL raised a concern about a barrier has been put across the Baston Bridleway to
stop horse riders using it. CL mentioned that they have advised idverde thatitis a
S193 Common and any new fencing erected looks as if it is contrary to the
legislation surrounding commons. The BHS have requested to be informed under
which legislation/instructions was this blocked off and have asked for its prompt
removal.

CL expressed her frustration over the lack of action taken so far over the council’s
agreed applications for 3 DMMOs.

CL raised the question of the recent reconstruction of the ancient road, which is the
direct original extension of Barnet Wood Road - by idverde - onto Hayes common.
CL mentioned that council’s conservators and solicitors’ reports and records
describe this as known by them as “admittedly a public vehicular road”- where any
obstruction would be unlawful and exceeds the council’s authority.

CL mentioned that they have a further 15 DMMO applications in the pipeline & they
are now considering obtaining professional help with getting them ready for lodging
because the process is complex & time-consuming.

CL asked the councillors present if they could offer any help with any of
these issues where the council has agreed that we have a case.

- AM advised CL that if the council has indicated that they will help,
please contact your local ward councillor.
- A Panel member asked if the PROW officers contact details can be

shared with the group. BJ to circulate Paddy’s email address with BJ
minutes.

Any Other Business

Panel member asked if a list of specific species posters to look out for be BJ

circulated to the group.

Date of next meeting(s)
e Next formal meeting — 7t October 2025 7pm CR2, Bromley Civic
Centre.

Chairman concluded the meeting at 20:36 and thanked the panel for their
attendance.




