Welcome to

South Hill Wood

The Friends of South Hill Wood and Kingswood Glen, in partnership with LB Bromley,
have been working alongside Highfield Primary School, Shortlands Residents
Association, South Hill Wood Bowling Club, local residents tennis club and Shortlands
Safer Neighbourhood Team to make it a nicer and safer place to visit. We are
pleased to expand the woodland with the support of The Big
Lottery Fund Community Spaces Programme, taking it
back to its original layout by opening up the
north-western section.
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The Friends of South Hill Wood and Kingswood
Glen in partnership with LB Bromley welcome you.
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South Hill Wood is a remnant of the semi-natural
ancient woodland Toots Wood. It was purchased
by Sir Thomas Dewey in 1887 for £1581 5s. The
landscape changed as he built a large family residence
(now 1 South Hill Road) with gardens of exotic and
ornamental plants, sunken gardens, specimen trees,
stables, conservatory and a music pavilion.

By keeping to the paths,
controlling your dog and
taking your litter home you
will be helping us to protect
the woodland. Please
respect the wildlife by
cleaning up after your dog.

During WWI, Dewey converted
the music pavilion into a Voluntary
Aid Detachment VAD hospital
for wounded Belgian and later
British soldiers. In 1917 he was
given the title ‘Baronet Dewey of
South Hill Wood for his patriotic
duty in his role at the Cabinet War
Office, and in 1922 Dewey was
awarded by the King of Belgium
for his services to wounded
Belgian soldiers during the First
World War. In 1926 the South Hill
Wood residence was
bought by Arthur Chilton
King, manufacturer
of Chilton biscuits. In
1947 the Borough of
Beckenham entered
negotiations with Mr King
to purchase the estate
to create a public park.
It was the end of the war
with heavy restrictions
on council spending
leading to protracted and
Park opening

futile negotiations with Mr King.
In 1952 the council compulsorily
purchased the land and a public
park was created and opened on
2nd May 1959. It incorporated the
remnants of Toots Wood, the old
pond and features from Dewey’s
garden, the refurbished pavilion
for the Bowling Club and terrace.
The entrance gates are the
Coronation gates initially intended
for the Harvington Estate but
recycled and used here instead.
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You are here

Contacts:
Friends of South Hill Wood and Kingswood
Glen & reporting woodland issues:
Tel: Parks & Greenspaces 020 8464 3333
Out of hours (emergency) 020 8464 4848
Email: landscape.helpdesk@bromley.gov.uk

Over the past 50 years
the woodland cover has
regenerated and the remains
of the fountain and sunken
gardens can still be found.

Safety issues:
Metropolitan Police Safer Neighbourhood Team
Tel: 0208 721 2614 or Police Non-Emergency
101, and Emergency 999
Antisocial behaviour - Ward Security
Tel: 0845 847 6180

Wildlife in South Hill Wood

This site was originally part of Toots Wood, a remnant of Bromley’s ancient
landscape of wooded slopes on London Clay soil. This remnant oak, ash
and hazel woodland was relatively undisturbed until the 1870’s, when the
South Hill Wood estate was built and the gardens developed. The woodland
has regenerated over time resulting in more woodland cover now than in
the 1880’s, providing a habitat for wildlife and opportunities for recreation.
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Recent wildlife surveys (2011) identified flagship species of flora and
fauna indicative of long established woodland and ground flora.
These species include ground flora plants:- wood anemone, dog’s
mercury, wood sedge and southern wood rush, wood sorrel,
honeysuckle, solomon’s seal, wood spurge, fungi, invertebrates,
stag beetle, pipistrelle bats, soprano pipistrelle bats, speckled wood
butterflies, green woodpecker, greater spotted woodpecker, nuthatch,
treecreeper, song thrush, deadwood, trees such as English oak, ash,
hazel, beech, field maple, and hornbeam.

Song thrush

The wildlife surveys also identify negative woodland indicators that
need to managed and controlled including rhododendron, Japanese
knotweed, cherry laurel, spotted laurel, sycamore, and Norway maple.
Many of these species were planted widely in the late 19th century or
arrived on site through green waste and are difficult to eradicate.
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The surveys identify historical
elements of the landscape
including regenerating Elm stools
that once lined an ancient lane
through the wood. Also, the
Giant sequoia (Sequoidendron
giganteum), originated from
California and discovered by
David Douglas, was introduced
to the UK in 1853. We believe
Dewey had this specimen tree
planted during 1898-1904.

Speckled
wood butterfly

The Friends of South Hill Wood and Kingswood
Glen have been running conservation events to
manage, preserve and enhance the Wood and Glen
for the benefit of wildlife and the local community.
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Heritage in South Hill Wood
Thomas Dewey was a remarkable
man, engaged in a wide range of local
initiatives to improve the provision
of education, health and religion in
Bromley. As well as Chair of Prudential
Assurance Company, he applied his
professional skills and wisdom for the
benefit of the nation whilst seconded to
the Cabinet War Office during the WW1.
In 1903 he was made Charter Mayor
of Bromley. He assisted financially
and gave his time to local churches,
education establishments
and community groups including
the Scouts and Guides.

G - Music pavilion and
terrace with central steps

Designed by E. Hellicar 1902, originally with
a Dutch gable roof. In WW1 Dewey set it up
as hospital for wounded Belgian and British
soldiers. Refurbished in the late 1950s after
WW2 bombing. Used as a club house in the
1980s by the bowling club, but demolished
c2006 due to structural damage caused
by subsidence.

Our heritage research shows that the largest influence on the landscape
was Thomas Dewey who acquired and built the South Hill Wood Estate
(now 1 South Hill Road) in 1887, and developed the gardens over a period
of 20 years between the late 1880s and the early 1900’s.

F - Stables

Designed by E. Hellicar, 1902,
used as WW2 VAD post and
vehicle storage, bombed during
WW2 and demolished in 1957/8.

E - Water gardens
Consisted of a
round pool, linear
body of water with
a footbridge and
rock lined.

Originally from the Californian
coast and planted during
1898-1904.

H - Pond

A - South Hill House

Pre 1863
landscape
feature.

Sir Thomas
Charles Dewey

Completed in 1887 for Thomas Dewey.

The gardens were at their peak between 1905-1914.
The 1909 layout (right) gives an idea of the different landscape
features that Thomas Dewey, his wife Clara and 5 children
enjoyed whilst they lived at South Hill Estate.

Between 1914 -18 thousands of Canadian
troops were stationed in the locality on their
way to the front. South Hill Wood was a
wealthy district with many large houses, and
under the war time laws a billeting officer
could knock on any house door and inspect
spare bedrooms to be commandeered for
military accommodation. The families would
be paid an allowance to meet the costs of
meals and laundry for the soldiers. Many of
the Canadian troops ‘hung about’ along the
long brick boundary wall and it became a
favourite spot for troops to leave messages cut
into the brickwork. In the early 1990s the wall
had to be rebuilt and the soldier’s graffiti was
carefully dismantled and incorporated into the
construction of the new wall.

D - Sequoidendron
giganteum

C - Conservatory

One large conservatory made from cast
iron and horticultural glass was present,
likely to be used as a room for the ladies
of the household to take exercise in
winter. By 1936 it had disappeared
from the map.

Kitchen garden with an
orchard, green houses, small
buildings, frames and yards to
provide the house with flowers,
fruit and vegetables.

B - Architectural
sunken gardens
J - The fountain
Orchards plum and
apple trees planted
to provide house
with fruit.

Toots Wood semi-natural
oak, ash, hazel woodland
remnant.
WW1 graffiti

I - Garden shelter
A rustic style shelter near
the opened lawn space.

c1902, the
area was
cleared of
woodland
with grass
paths and
views to the music pavilion.

A fashionable feature from 1890 that
originally had a geometric layout
with stone paving, balustrades, urns
and beds. By 1933 no feature was
present on the maps.

